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JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, February 10, 2020

PRESENT:  Charles Howell, Chairman
Ben Crouch, Vice Chairman
John Crozier, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

Meeting convened at 9:03 A.M.

PARK BOARD ATTENDANCE
Present were Mike Tylka, president of the Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board, and Joe
Gistinger, new Park Board member.

The Board discussed with Mike Tylka the resignation of Lisa Paulos from the Park Board.
Commissioner Howell suggested bringing concerns about Park Board members to the
Commissioners or possibly adopting an attendance policy.

Commissioner Howell reported from the meeting he had attended with Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) officials regarding the County’s request for land conveyances. He said the
BLM would not convey the land in Devil’s Corral because it is an archaeological site.

Those present discussed compromising on the amount of BLM land requested for a possible gun
range and agreed that they would prefer not to decrease the amount of their request.

Tylka stated he had sent the Commissioners a Grant of Easement signed in 1999 with the Idaho
Department of Fish and Game for an area at the top of Yingst Grade on which the County wishes
to create a parking lot. He said the easement would make a Memorandum of Understanding with
Fish and Game unnecessary.

COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Howell reported a company had approached him about establishing windmills
northeast of Jerome, but he had said that they would be on Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
property and thus would not impact Jerome County.

Commissioner Howell said he had learned from his meeting with BLM officials that the agency
would do fire suppression treatments around the Big Little Ranches subdivision.

Commissioner Howell had also attended a high school rodeo benefit and had given a radio
interview.

Commissioner Crozier, as well as the other two Commissioners, had attended Idaho Association
of Counties (IAC) meetings in Boise. He said he had also attended part of a County Urban
Renewal Agency meeting and had visited afterward about the Agency with Brent Tolman, who
performs administrative services for the Agency.
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Commissioner Crouch reported he had learned from a meeting all three Commissioners had had
with Jerry Mason during the IAC conference. He said they had gathered information and
obtained land use philosophies from the zoning expert.

LOMBARD CONRAD ARCHITECTS CLAIM
The Commissioners said they had spoken with Mark Heazle, operations vice president of
Lombard Conrad Architects (LCA), about the company’s recent claim submitted to the County.
The County is expecting an adjusted bill from LCA.

BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed a Direct Deposit Detail with a grand total of $128,954.55 and a Payroll Claims
Approval by Fund with a grand total of $312,517.83, both dated February 6, 2020, for the
January 19, 2020, through February 1, 2020, payroll period.

The Board signed a leave request for Brent Culbertson.

BRENT CULBERTSON––MAINTENANCE REPORT
Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson was present.

Brent Culbertson presented a bid for new overhead doors requested by the sheriff’s office. He
said they would be used in the driver’s license area.

 Commissioner Howell asked that Culbertson save the doors that he replaces for possible
future use in the County.

 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve $6,122 for overhead doors in
the driver’s license area. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.

Culbertson reported he was now operating out of the recently built maintenance building. He
said he was currently building a stand for use at the Judicial Annex Building so that potential
jurors could drop off paperwork without going through screening. He was also seeking a price to
purchase an equipment trailer.

Assessor Rick Haberman was present.

Rick Haberman asked if it would be possible to add Plexiglas from the ceiling of the Department
of Motor Vehicles. Culbertson said he would investigate such an addition. He also said he would
bring the Board information about establishing a reader board at the sheriff complex.

SIGN CLAIMS
Commissioner Howell signed claims for the January 29, 2020, to February 11, 2020, claim cycle
as follows.
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CONNIE STOPHER AND ALEXA WILHELM––SIED AND REDS UPDATES
Connie Stopher, executive director of Southern Idaho Economic Development (SIED), and
Ervina Covcic, Rural Economic Development Specialist, were present.

Connie Stopher introduced Ervina Covcic as the new REDS [Rural Economic Development
Services] specialist. She said Covcic would be reaching out to Eden and Hazelton and that there
were potential resources for a new company in that area. She told the Commissioners Operation
Facelift is part of REDS and that Covcic was working to make the project bring more resources
to the table.

Commissioner Howell asked if Operation Facelift could apply to the Fairgrounds, and Stopher
said it would because of bringing more vibrancy to the community.

 Commissioner Crozier said he would inform the Fair Board about Covcic’s services.

Stopher told the Board of many Southern Idaho Economic Development efforts in 2019. One
was a “Don’t Come Here” tongue-in-cheek video viewed 60,000 times. She said she was
figuring out changes to invite more people to SIED’s quarterly board meetings.

Commissioner Howell asked whether SIED had created any more community pamphlets, and
Stopher said she would plan to spend a day or evening in some other communities in order to
produce pamphlets about them. The Commissioner suggested including Cauldron Linn and
Wilson Lake as visitor destinations.

Commissioner Crouch asked if Stopher could provide a quarterly update from Southern Idaho
Economic Development for the North Side Journal.

WORKSHOP REGARDING PROPOSED REZONING
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall and Zoning Clerk Kacie Buhler were
present. Also present were Tom Brune, Angie Black, Kim Beames, Gary Slette, and Cevin Jones.

Nancy Marshall said the Planning and Zoning staff was present to answer any Commissioner
questions following the Commissioners’ workshop on February 3 regarding proposed rezoning
around Hazelton and Eden.

Commissioner Howell stated the Commissioners had spoken with zoning expert Jerry Mason the
previous week, who had suggested an overlay to protect Valley School from confined animal
feeding operations (CAFOs). The Commissioner also said an AL (agriculture limited) zone in an
area along the Interstate highway would make sense because it would prevent CAFOs from
locating along the road.

Marshall commented that for the last ten years the County has been attempting to create a zoning
ordinance that tells exactly what a person can and cannot do. She believed an overlay would
create more “sticky situations,” to which Commissioner Howell agreed. Marshall added that the
County’s airport overlay zone was based on scientific fact, with the zones underneath it
remaining the same.
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Attorney Mike Seib was present.

Commissioner Crouch said he was interested in considering special uses without doing a rezone.

Nancy Marshall recalled that public emotions had run so high regarding an agricultural zone
application in the past that the sheriff’s department had escorted people from the building and
that the court subsequently had advised that the County had to follow its own rules.

Mike Seib added that the court had imposed approximately a $30,000 legal bill on the County
following an arbitrary and capricious decision made by the Board of Commissioners.

Marshall added that an overlay might not be different from a zone.

The Commissioners then allowed the public to speak at their workshop.

Gary Slette referred to the letter he had submitted to the Board and asked the Commissioners to
consider possible alternative solutions. He said courts had held that a zoning ordinance does not
have to mirror a Comprehensive Plan map.

Seib said the City of Boise had made a decision on the map alone when it should have
considered all components of the Comprehensive Plan in the Bone decision.

Commissioner Howell clarified that the P&Z administrator had signed the rezoning application
but that the Board of Commissioners had authorized her to present it. He explained that the
County Commissioners had sponsored the P&Z Office bringing legislative proposals to the
Board.

Commissioner Crozier asked about the possibility of creating a rural school impact zone as was
suggested in the public hearing.

Seib advised that the Comprehensive Plan does not recognize taking that action, which would
require revamping the Plan.

Marshall said changing the Plan would necessitate researching Chapters 15 and 16 of the
Comprehensive Plan, “Community Design and Directives.”

 Another workshop was scheduled for February 24.

Commissioner Howell was excused.

Meeting recessed at 12:27 P.M.

Meeting reconvened at 1:20 P.M. with Commissioners Crouch and Crozier present and
Commissioner Crouch presiding.
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BRENT TOLMAN––URBAN RENEWAL AGENCY MATTERS
Brent Tolman, who performs administrative services for the County Urban Renewal Agency,
was present.

County Website: Brent Tolman asked if the County would allow its Urban Renewal Agency to
have a page on the County Website in order to disseminate more information about the Agency
to the public. He said that one thing he would post on the Website would be the Agency’s annual
report, in addition to its publication as a newspaper legal ad and its availability in the County
clerk’s office.

 The Commissioners referred Tolman to the technology department in the clerk’s office to
complete the process of setting up a Website page.

Bulletin Board: Tolman also asked if the Board could designate a specific spot on its bulletin
board for Urban Renewal postings.

 It was determined he would work with the deputy clerk to do so.

TIM LARSON––AIRPORTS REPORT
Airports Manager Tim Larson was present. Also present were Kent Atkin, engineer and JUB
airports consultant; Larry Hall, executive director of Jerome 20/20; and Arnel Culum, a citizen
interested in drag racing.

Report: Tim Larson reported Electric 1 had determined that the generator at the Jerome Airport
is plumbed into the runway lights, the fuel island, both wells, the fuel management system (leak
detector), and a shed. He said the generator had not been plumbed into the former terminal.

Larson said he had asked Pro Flame to give an estimate and a work schedule for reinstalling the
propane tank in a new location at the Jerome Airport and hooking the generator to it. He added
that all the fuel island lights were again working.

Fuel Island Cover: Larson told the Board he had heard from two more companies about
covering the fuel island but that they did not do airport work. He said he was expecting
information from six other companies.

Drag Races: Melissa Barry, executive director of Southern Idaho Tourism, was present. Larson
reported he had learned that the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) would not approve
using the Jerome Airport runway for drag races. He explained the denial was based on the fact
that the Airport has only one runway.

Airports Consultant: Kent Atkin brought three matters to the Board. (1) Jerome Airport
Beacon. Atkin informed the Board that federal grant funding for a new beacon would not be
available until 2021 but that it was currently needed.

Larson said that the Airport Advisory Board had recommended the County purchase it for
$8200, with reimbursement from the FAA in the next budget year.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the replacement of the beacon
at the Jerome Airport, up to $8600. It was seconded, followed by discussion, and carried with
unanimous ayes.

(2) Jerome Airport Runway Rehabilitation. Atkin said he had asked that Senator Crapo send a
letter of support to the Federal Aviation Administration requesting funding for the grant for
runway rehabilitation in 2020.

 The Commissioners were in favor of the letter of support.

(3) Hazelton Airport. Atkin stated he was submitting an application to the State for an overlay
treatment of the runway and an extension to the parallel taxiway, with a 50 percent match from
the County.

 It was determined to consult the County clerk regarding funding available from the
County.

TRACEE McKIM––EQUIPMENT AND BUDGET RESOLUTION
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present.

Equipment Purchase: Tracee McKim told the Commissioners the Office of Emergency
Management would like an additional tablet so the coordinator as well as the director could have
electronic access when in the field.

 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the purchase of a tablet for
$1,201.12 for the Office of Emergency Management. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.

Budget Resolution: McKim presented a resolution to balance the FY 2019-20 budget.

 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to pass Resolution 2020-15 to insert grant
funds into the Justice Fund. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-15
FY 2019-2020

INSERT GRANT FUNDS – SCAAP
JUSTICE FUND

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Jerome County, Idaho, (Board) is empowered to manage the
finances of Jerome County, Idaho; and,

WHEREAS, the Jerome County Commissioners have established a Sheriff-Detention Budget within the established
Justice Fund; and,

WHEREAS, Jerome County has been awarded grant funds in the amount of $13,919.00 (Auditor’s Certificates
#2020-178 and #2020-873) in SCAAP funds; and,
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WHEREAS, the grant funds of $13,919.00 should be inserted into the Sheriff-Detention Budget within the Justice
Fund in Line Item 08-05-760-15 entitled “SCAAP Award” for FY 2019-2020; and,

WHEREAS, tax revenue will not be affected if the grant funds are inserted into the FY 2019-2020 Sheriff-Detention
Budget within the Justice Fund; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the grant funds be inserted into the Sheriff–Detention Budget within the
Justice Fund as follows:

Insert $13,919.00 into Sheriff-Detention Budget within the Justice Fund in Line Item 08-05-760-15
entitled “SCAAP Award” for FY 2019-2020. 

DATED This 10th day of February 2020.

ATTEST: (absent)
CHARLES M. HOWELL, Chair

/s/ Michelle Emerson
Michelle Emerson, Clerk /s/ A. Ben Crouch

A. BEN CROUCH, Commissioner
( S E A L )

/s/ John Crozier
JOHN CROZIER, Commissioner

NANCY MARSHALL––PLANNING AND ZONING REPORT
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall was present.

Report: Nancy Marshall read from her monthly written report, which included statistics on
finances, building department inspections and projects, and code enforcement as well as mapping
department activities and projects and other Planning and Zoning Department activities.

Marshall gave details of her office’s investigations of a possible home business, alleged
residence in an RV, and stacking of manure. She said the mapping department was working for
the Jerome cemetery district and the Snake River Canyons Park and would be asking the County
highway districts if they needed any mapping. She said the mapper was also verifying
information for the US Census Bureau.

Marshall reviewed preparations her staff and legal counsel were making to bring legislative
matters to the Board. She also apprised the Commissioners that she would be asking to update
fees charged by her office.

Chapman Complaint: Marshall followed up from a possible zoning violation complaint
brought to the Board by Lois Chapman on January 13. Marshall said the cattle in the complaint
were no longer near Chapman’s fence and that their number did not exceed the allowed number
of animal units for the neighbor’s property.

MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
The Commissioners determined it was not necessary to meet with Mike Seib again that day.
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APPROVE CLAIMS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the claims as presented by

staff. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.

The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated February 7, 2020, for the Indigent Fund, with
a grand total of $1,397.

The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated February 7, 2020, for the Court Bond Trust
and Restitution-Courts Funds, with a grand total of $9,438.60.

The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated February 7, 2020, with a grand total of
$192,258.89 for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court II, Justice, Indigent,
Revaluation, and Jail Commissary Commission.

READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the minutes of January 21 and

February 3 as read and signed. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.

INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve indigent matters as presented

by staff. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Approved was Case No. 1920-012.
Denied were Case Nos. 1920-017; 1920-022; 1920-019; 1920-018; and 1920-029; dismissed was
Case No. 1819-125.

Meeting adjourned at 3:42 P.M.

Respectively submitted:

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Chairman

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Vice Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner




