
JEROME COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

September 28, 2015 7:00 p.m. 
DISTRICT COURT ROOM, JEROME COUNTY COURT HOUSE 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
The Chairman Jack Nelsen called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.  
 
Present: Chairman Jack Nelsen, Larrey Anderson, Jim Schlund, Tanner Johns, Arlen 

Morgan, Virgil Tinker and Michael Tylka. 
 
Excused: Trish Heath, Ed Brune and Bill Beck. 
  
Staff Attendees: Arthur Brown, Planning and Zoning Administrator; Richard Kirsch, Building 

Department Official, Nancy Marshall and Sylvia Garcia.   
 
Also Attending: Jim Lynch and Alan Hansten.  
 
BUSINESS MEETING 
Alan Hansten, Manager of North Side Canal Company, discussed their concerns about the effect 

that Development will have on the North Side Canal Company.  He stated that North Side Canal 

Company would like to be included in all business projects coming into Jerome County; it 

doesn’t matter if it’s a small business.  They are not trying to restrict anyone from doing 

business they would just like to protect the rights of the North Side Canal Company. Mr. 

Hansten answered questions and concerns that the Commission Members had.   

HEARING 

7:15 P.M. LYNCH, JIM – VARIANCE  
Everyone testifying for this hearing was sworn in at the same time.  Mr. Lynch discussed his 

application for a Variance. He explained the site characteristics that created this hardship; rock 

being an issue.  He further explained the construction that was approved by the Building 

Department with the largest tank being 48’ high.  Art Brown, Planning and Zoning 

administrator, testified in relation to his Staff report.  He answered questions and concerns in 

relation to height requirements and the building permit obtained by the Applicant.  Richard 

Kirsch, Building Department Official, explained the construction and the conditions that were 

approved on the Applicants application and the outcome of the final inspection.  He answered 

questions and concerns in relation to building construction.  Mr. Kirsch was excused from the 

hearing. Mr. Lynch returned for final comment.   When asked by a Commission Member who 

the general contractor of his project was he replied that he did not hire a general contractor. He 

stated that on July 30, 2015, he became aware that he needed to apply for a height Variance. 

He confirmed that the height Variance would be only for 48 feet. Mr. Nelsen closed the hearing 

for further testimony.   

 

DISCUSSION 

7:15 P.M. LYNCH, JIM – VARIANCE  
The Commission Members agreed that the application meets Jerome County Zoning Ordinance 

Chapter 19-4 and 19-5, the application meets all 6 requirements in the Staff Report and that 

the Applicant has proved that the unnecessary hardship is due to the characteristics of the site 

per Idaho Code 67-6516.  The following motion based on testimony heard at this hearing: 



JEROME COUNTY PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MINUTES September 30, 7:00 p.m. 

M/S/C Motion made to approve Jim Lynch’s request for a Height Variance of 

an existing Fuel Tank located at 25 South 100 West, Jerome, Idaho, 

allowing the height of the structure to be 43’ high from the road that is 

considered to be the berm and 48’ high from top to bottom. He has met 

all the requirements of 1-6 as previously discussed. Including exhibits 

A-1 through AG-2; decision was also based on the application and 

testimony heard.  The motion was seconded and carried unanimously.   

The hearing was officially closed.  

BUSINESS MEETING 

The Commission Members requested staff to meet with the Board of County Commissioners in 

relation to height discrepancies within the City, County and Area of City Impact and to initiate 

the necessary changes with the City Impact.    

Chairman, Jack Nelsen asked the Commission Members if there were any corrections or 
additions to the August 31, 2015 minutes.  
 
M/S/C Motion made to approve August 31, 2015 minutes as submitted. The 

motion was seconded and carried unanimously. 
 
 
Mr. Brown passed out information for the Commission Members to review from the Jerry Mason 
meeting.  He gave a brief update of the workshop.                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 
WRITTEN DECISION 

Mrs. Marshall distributed copies of the written decision for the Jim Lynch hearing for the 

Commission Members to review. 

  

M/S/C Motion made to approve the written decision as submitted. The motion 
was seconded and carried unanimously. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

M/S/C Motion made to adjourn this meeting at 9:15 p.m. The motion was 
seconded and carried unanimously. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
___________________________ 
Administrative Assistant 
 
 
ATTESTED BY: 
 
 
___________________________ 
Chairman 


