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JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Monday, April 11, 2016 

 
PRESENT: Charles Howell, Chairman 
 Catherine Roemer, Vice Chairman 
 Roger Morley, Commissioner 
 Jane White, Deputy Clerk 
 
Meeting convened at 9:04 A.M. 
 
COMMISSIONER COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Commissioner Morley reported he had attended an Open House for the City of Jerome. 
 
Commissioner Roemer had been present at an Airport Advisory meeting. 
 
Commissioner Howell had conferred with Rick Wuori, engineer for the City of Jerome, about the 
City’s removal of a retaining wall at the Fairgrounds. He believed it would be more cost 
effective for the County to replace the wall before racing season than for the City to build a 
temporary one. 
 

� The Board was to meet with the Fair manager on April 12 about replacing the wall. 
 
Commissioner Howell said he had advised elected officials and department heads the previous 
Friday that if they chose to send their employees home because of a lack of computer availability 
that they would not be paid for the hours off work. 
 
MOTION FOR JAIL CLAIM 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve a claim for $581,125 to Scott 
Hedrick Construction for work performed in March of 2016. It was seconded and carried with 
unanimous ayes. 
 
SIGN AIRPORT DOCUMENTS 
The Board was in receipt of an e-mail from Jared Norton with T-O Engineers asking the 
Commissioners to sign new grant certifications to update forms from the Federal Aviation 
Administration. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to allow the chairman to sign the airport 
documents. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
The Board signed Leave Request/Sick Time forms for Arthur Brown and Clint Blackwood. 
 
Commissioner Howell signed two Catering Permits for Landmark Beef, one for April 16, 2016, 
and one for April 23, 2016, both to be used at The Risk Barn from 2 P.M. – 1 A.M. 
 
 



Monday, April 11, 2016 
Page 2 of 9 

 

 
 

 



Monday, April 11, 2016 
Page 3 of 9 

 

RICK HABERMAN—HILEX-POLY TAX EXEMPTION 
Assessor Rick Haberman was present. Also present was Jerome 20/20 Executive Director Larry 
Hall. 
 
Haberman followed up on a tax exemption for Hilex-Poly that the Board had considered on April 
4. He said he was still working with the company to obtain accurate property valuations needed. 
 
Commissioner Howell was excused to take a phone call. 
 

BRENT CULBERTSON—MAINTENANCE REPORT 
Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson was present. 
 
Culbertson reported the emergency buttons in the Judicial Annex Building are monitored by 
Apex and that the ones at the Courthouse ring at the current jail. 
 
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present. 
 
Commissioner Roemer said she had asked Culbertson to check the fire alarm system at the 
Judicial Annex Building. He said he had not been able to find any paperwork showing that 
inspections had been done. 
 
McKim said the clerk’s office also had no record of certifications, but vendor payment history 
showed warrants had been issued to New Tech Security for a fire test and annual fire monitoring 
in February and October of 2015, respectively. 
 
Culbertson told the Board he had received a bid for plumbing for the new courtroom at the 
Annex and one for insulation and was still seeking construction bids. 
 
Culbertson shared floor plans of the Courthouse with the Commissioners in order to address 
providing more security in the building after the sheriff’s offices relocate. He suggested a way to 
seal off the basement after business hours. 
 
ART BROWN—PLANNING AND ZONING REPORT 
Planning and Zoning Assistant Administrator Nancy Marshall and Code Enforcer Bob Wright 
were present. 
 
Marshall reviewed the Planning and Zoning Office’s monthly report, which included information 
about the building department, code enforcement, finances, and staff activities. Five Stop Work 
Orders resulting from a building permit audit had been placed on properties that did not have 
building permits. Marshall said she did not expect revenue from Gooding County to last because 
that county would have its own building inspector soon. 
 
Wright explained some code violation complaints. He reported 31 new complaints in March, 
with 54 open complaints. 
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Wright brought pictures and information about ponds adjacent to Barrett McClure’s property that 
the Board had asked him to investigate. He explained two ponds adjacent to the McClure 
property were both legal. One had been approved for corral runoff, and the other one was 
allowed for field runoff, mixed with waste. 
 
10:29 A.M. – Commissioner Howell was present. 
 

� It was determined Wright would send McClure a letter explaining his findings. 
 
JEFF SCHROEDER—COMMERCE AUTHORITY REPORT 
Jerome County Commerce Authority Executive Director Jeff Schroeder was present. Also 
present were Mike Dahmer and Roy Prescott. 
 
Schroeder gave the Board a quarterly update on activity of the Commerce Authority. He said it 
was helping to sponsor the Jerome Clean-Up Day and presented a notice about the May 7 event. 
Schroeder said there was a gap in available housing in the County. 
 
Attorney Mike Seib was present. 
 
Schroeder said he had participated in a discussion with transportation and industry leaders, which 
had been led by Region IV Development. He added that one of the focuses of a grant program 
included intermodal projects that could possibly utilize help from the Commerce Authority. 
 
BONNIE BRAZIER—SALARY SURVEY 
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Attorney Mike Seib, Deputy Sheriffs Jack Johnson, 
Marisela Ibarra, and George Oppedyk were present. Also present were Bonnie Brazier, Andrea 
Fogleman, and Tracy McMaster, representing BDPA, Inc. 
 
Brazier gave an overview of BDPA, which is a partnership of human resource professionals that 
provides products and strategies to organizations. 
 
Payroll Clerk Lorrann Morrell was present. 
 
Commissioner Roemer said she would like a baseline set for a marketplace of salaries, which 
would be the only fair way to pay employees what they are worth. 
 
Fogleman said that it is important to have a methodology when setting salaries and that job 
descriptions would be the first step. She added that the second type of uniformity would be to 
consider an employee’s level of knowledge, effort expended, skill, working conditions, and 
responsibilities. 
 
Brazier stated BDPA charges $90 an hour for its services and that evaluating Jerome County 
would probably cost less than $20,000. 
 
McMaster said an organization needs to determine how it wants to reward and compensate its 
employees. 
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Fogleman expressed that her company offers objectivity that could be lacking because each 
department in an organization fights for its personnel, as well it should. 
 

� It was determined the Commissioners would meet with the County’s elected officials on 
April 18 to obtain their input on utilizing BDPA. 
 
STEVE HINES—EXTENSION OFFICE REPORT 
County Agent Steve Hines was present. Also present was Mike Dahmer. 
 
Hines updated the Commissioners on activities of the University of Idaho Extension Office. He 
informed them that only one candidate had applied for the open position in the Jerome office. 
Hines said the University might have to re-evaluate hiring a financial expert and maybe consider 
hiring someone expert in health and fitness. 
 
Hines was happy to report that fuel mileage on the Extension vehicle had increased with the new 
tires approved by the Commissioners. 
 
Meeting recessed at 11:57 A.M. 
Meeting reconvened at 1:15 P.M. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

� 1:15 P.M. – A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to go into executive session per 
Idaho Code Section 74-206(1)(a), to hire an employee. It was seconded and carried with a 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
2:45 P.M. – Return to open session. 
 
LEONARD ENOCH BUILDING FUND PERMIT FEE REFUND 
Building Inspector Rick Kirsch and Planning and Zoning Assistant Administrator Nancy 
Marshall were present. Also present was Leonard Enoch. 
 
Kirsch explained Enoch had paid for a building permit but that his customer had decided not to 
construct the building. 
 
Commissioner Howell asked whether there were any reason not to grant a refund, and Kirsch 
said there was not. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the refund of a building permit 
fee in the amount of $492.25 to Valley Building because the project did not proceed. It was 
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
MICHELLE EMERSON—CLERK MATTERS 
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson and Attorney Mike Seib were present. Also present 
was Mike Dahmer. 
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Approve Polling Places: Emerson presented a resolution to designate polling places for the May 
17, 2016, primary election. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the polling places as presented 
by Clerk Michelle Emerson through Resolution 2016-5. It was seconded and carried with 
unanimous ayes. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-5 

 
DESIGNATED POLLING PLACES 

 
 WHEREAS, the Jerome County Commissioners having received a request from County Clerk Michelle 
Emerson to designate a suitable polling place for each election precinct for the upcoming May 17, 2016, election; 
and 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for Jerome County, 
State of Idaho, that the precincts and their polling places shall be designated as stated below and as required by 
Idaho Code Section 34-302. 
 
Precincts  Polling Places 
#1 Bishop-Court   Episcopal Parish Hall, 201 South Adams, Jerome, ID 
#2 Canyonside  Jerome Recreation District, 2444 South Lincoln, Jerome, ID 
#3 Eden  First Segregation Fire District, 235 East Wilson, Eden, ID 
#4 Falls City Ascension Priory, 541 East  100 South, Jerome, ID 
#5 Hazelton  Hazelton City Hall, 246 Main Street, Hazelton, ID 
#6 Northeast  Jerome City Library, 100 1st Avenue East, Jerome, ID 
#7 Northwest Jerome School Dist. #261 Administration Building, 125 4th Avenue West, Jerome, ID 
#8 Shepherd-View       Jerome Middle School, 520 10th Avenue West, Jerome, ID 
#9 Southeast  Senior Citizen Center, 520 North Lincoln, Jerome, ID 
#10 Southwest Jerome School Dist. #261 Administration Building, 125 4th Avenue West, Jerome, ID 
 
Absentee/Early Voting     Jerome County Courthouse, 300 North Lincoln, Room 301, Jerome ID 
   
   DATED This 11th day of April 2016. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
/s/ Michelle Emerson /s/ Charles M. Howell 
Michelle Emerson, Clerk CHARLES M. HOWELL, Chair 
    
( S E A L ) /s/ Catherine M. Roemer 
 CATHERINE M. ROEMER, Commissioner 
 

 /s/ Roger M. Morley 
 ROGER M. MORLEY, Commissioner 

 
Destroy Ballots and Election Materials: Emerson presented a resolution to destroy certain 
documents from the auditor’s office. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve Resolution 2016-6. It was 
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2016-6 

 

AUDITOR’S OFFICE – DESTRUCTION OF ELECTION RECORDS 
 
 WHEREAS, the Jerome County Commissioners having received a request from County Clerk Michelle 
Emerson to destroy certain records pursuant to Idaho Code 31-871; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the following documents requested to be destroyed or transferred to the Idaho State Archives 
are as follows: 
 
 Test ballots for March 2015; un-voted ballots for November 2014; purged/cancelled voters' 

returned notification letters 2004; voted ballots for March 2014; absentee envelopes for 

March 2015; and voted ballots for May 2014. 

 
 WHEREAS, proper administration of Jerome County government requires that old records and documents 
be periodically cleaned out and destroyed; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Idaho Code Section 31-871 does allow for classification, retention, and destruction of County 
records and documents; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the records listed in this request are classified as temporary records and therefore need not be 
retained after a period of one (1) and two (2) years per Idaho Code Section 34-217 (2) and (3), and 
 
 WHEREAS, written notice has been given to the Idaho State Archives and they DO NOT want any of the 
above listed documents per notification to the Clerk; and, 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for Jerome County, 
State of Idaho, that the afore-mentioned records, documents, and instruments be destroyed. 
  
  DATED This 11th day of April 2016. 
 
ATTEST: 
      /s/ Charles M. Howell 
/s/ Michelle Emerson    CHARLES M. HOWELL, Chair 
Michelle Emerson, Clerk 
      /s/ Catherine M. Roemer 
( S E A L )     CATHERINE M. ROEMER, Commissioner 
 
      /s/ Roger M. Morley 
      ROGER M. MORLEY, Commissioner 

 
Cemetery District Cost Sheet: Emerson presented the cost of holding an election regarding the 
formation of a cemetery district, which she said the newly formed district would be responsible 
to pay. 
 

� It was determined Emerson would ask the cemetery district directors whether they would 
like the amount deducted from levy funds collected by the County or whether they would rather 
have the County bill the district. 
 
Request for Walk-through Metal Detector: Emerson offered three bids for a walk-through 
metal detector at the Judicial Annex Building. She said some of the cost might be eligible from 
Homeland Security funds. 
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� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve $2,900 for a new walk-through 
metal detector as recommended by staff. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
Wage Change Form: Emerson presented a salary increase form for Deputy Clerk Jennifer 
Wilder following discussion with the Board on April 4. 
 
Commissioner Roemer objected, saying she believed a mid-year increase would set a precedent 
and that salary increases should not be taken from part-time employee budget funds. 
 
Commissioner Morley said salary increases do not occur out of budget time in private business. 
 
Commissioner Howell thought the Commissioners should not manage departments and that 
raises should be up to department heads if money to cover them were in their budgets. 
 
A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to have no wage increases until budget time. It 
was seconded and followed by discussion. Seib advised the increase was comparable to any 
department head request to spend over $500. The motion did not carry, with Commissioners 
Howell and Roemer voting nay and Commissioner Morley voting aye. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve Michelle Emerson’s 
expenditure of $1.74 an hour wage increase per request. It was seconded and carried with 
Commissioners Howell and Morley voting aye and Commissioner Roemer voting nay. 
 
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change for Jennifer Wilder, effective April 1, 2016. 
 
MIKE SEIB—LEGAL COUNSEL 
Attorney Mike Seib was present. 
 
Marisela Ibarra, Detention Center Agreement: Ibarra answered questions from the 
Commissioners about a proposed agreement for jail portable imaging services. 

� It was determined a correction would be made and that signing the agreement would be 
put on the April 18 agenda. 
 
Sign Parks and Recreation Grant: Sheriff Doug McFall was present. He stated the County had 
utilized a matching funds grant from the Department of Parks and Recreation every year to 
support the County’s marine program. 
 
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present. 
 
The Board discussed the grant further. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to authorize the chair to sign the 
agreement between the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation and the County. It was 
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
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Sign Food Service Agreement: Seib advised regarding an agreement to provide food service at 
the new jail. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to sign the food service agreement with 
ABL Management as corrected. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
Claims Documentation: Commissioner Roemer said the Board needed to discuss 
documentation for claims because the Commissioners had not determined whether requiring 
documentation was in violation of its employee manual. 

� Discussion of the matter was continued until April 18. 
 
Public Defender Contract: Seib presented a proposed contract with Canyon Law for conflict 
public defender services. 

� Signing of the contract was continued until April 18. 
 
Airport Matters: Seib advised about housing at the Jerome Airport and about the airport 
manager position. 
 

APPROVE CLAIMS 
� A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to approve the claims with the exception 

of one from Kyle Fisher. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
INDIGENT MATTERS 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to follow staff recommendations for 
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Denied were Case Nos. 
1516-080; 1516-067; and 1516-068; dismissed were Case Nos. 1516-029 and 1516-059. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:31 P.M. 
 
Respectively submitted: 
 
  ______________________________ 
  Charles M. Howell, Chairman 
________________________  
Jane White, Deputy Clerk  
   
  ______________________________ 
 Catherine M. Roemer, Commissioner 
 
 
 
 ______________________________ 
 Roger M. Morley, Commissioner 
 
 
 


