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JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Monday, April 18, 2016 

 
PRESENT: Catherine Roemer, Vice Chairman 
 Roger Morley, Commissioner 
 Jane White, Deputy Clerk 
 
Meeting convened at 9 A.M. 
 
Commissioner Howell was not present because the fire department had called him to respond to 
a structure fire. 
 
COMMISSIONER COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Commissioner Morley had consulted the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) about the 
utilization of housing at the Jerome Airport. Commissioner Roemer followed up with an e-mail 
from the FAA regarding the matter. 
 
Commissioner Morley reported from a meeting of the Tri-County Weed District that the board of 
directors had selected two new seasonal workers, to wit, Larry Gulick and Dustin Calhoun, the 
latter of whom would be based in Jerome County. 
 
Commissioner Roemer had listened to a Webinar on tax rules and recent State legislation 
presented by the Idaho Association of Counties  
 
BRENT CULBERTSON—VAN PURCHASE 
Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson was present. 
 
Culbertson presented information about a utility van for sale through the Con Paulos dealership. 
He told the Board the vehicle had the features he had been looking for in a different vehicle for 
the maintenance department. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Roemer to authorize Brent Culbertson to continue 
negotiations with Con Paulos Chevrolet on the purchase of a 2012 Ford Econoline commercial 
van and report his findings to the Board. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present. She advised that there was money budgeted in 
the General Fund that could cover the expense of the van. 
 
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated April 15, 2016, for the Insurance Deductible 
Trust Fund, with a grand total of $2,152.79. 
 
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated April 12, 2016, with a grand total of 
$168,509.34 for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court II, Justice, Election 
Consolidation, Indigent, Revaluation, and Auditor’s Trust. 
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The Board signed a Request for Employee Wage Change form for Garth Baker as a newly hired 
airports manager, effective May 2, 2016. 
 
DAN KENNEDY—OUT-OF-STATE TRAINING REQUEST 
Deputy Sheriff Dan Kennedy was present. 
 
Deputy Kennedy told the Board that the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) had accepted him 
to attend a management course May 8-13. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Roemer to approve $910 as requested by Deputy 
Kennedy to attend the Intermountain Law Enforcement Executive Command College in 
Montana, sponsored by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. It was seconded and carried with 
unanimous ayes. 
 

� Commissioner Roemer requested that Deputy Kennedy report to the Board about the 
conference after he returned. 
 
GARTH BAKER—JEROME AIRPORT 
Garth Baker was present. 
 
Baker met with the Commissioners regarding their offer the previous week to employ him as the 
County’s airports manager. One thing they discussed was whether to allow him to train pilots 
after hours at the Jerome Airport. 
 

� It was determined the Commissioners would consult their legal counsel about secondary 
employment later in the day. 
 
ROY PRESCOTT—NORTH SIDE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present. Also present were Joe Davidson, Terry 
Roemer, Marsha Martin, Chris Simons, and Roy Prescott representing the North Side Soil and 
Water Conservation District, and Rob Grant, representing the Valley Recreation District. 
 
Prescott presented the County a check from the North Side Soil and Water Conservation District 
(NSSWCD) to repay $6,000 in additional funding the County had contributed to the District in 
2013. He said the organization was able to reimburse the County because it had made changes in 
personnel and bookkeeping. 
 
Emerson advised to add the revenue to the General Fund from which it had been taken. 
 
Prescott said the NSSWCD would submit a letter to the Board requesting to administer funds 
donated by the County in order to receive a match from the State. 
 
Prescott stated the District had increased the number of its projects, citing its help to the two 
recreation districts in the County as well as to the cities and school districts. He said the Future 
Farmers of America was interested in establishing a tree farm with support from schools, 
recreation districts, and cities in the County. 
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Grant reported on the Valley Recreation District’s project to replace wooden docks at Wilson 
Lake with plastic ones. He said the storage facility for the docks was no longer available so the 
District would install all the docks it could afford in the current fiscal year and purchase more to 
complete its goal when more funding was available. 
 
Davidson said the efforts of the NSSWCD had lifted the County and that the only paid employee 
was its secretary. 
 
Terry Roemer stated reimbursing the County was an example of a government agency being a 
good steward to another government agency. 
 
KEN JACKSON—SECURITY BID FROM WHITE CLOUD COMMUNICATIONS 
Ken Jackson was not present. 
 
Commissioner Charles Howell was present and presiding. 
 
RICK DARNELL FOR BONNIE GREENFIELD—CASUALTY LOSS APPLICATION 
Assessor Rick Haberman and Treasurer Tevian Ekren-Kober were present. Also present was 
Rick Darnell, representing Bonnie Greenfield. 
 
Darnell presented a Casualty Loss Application and verified that the Greenfield house was a total 
loss due to a fire; he said even the foundation was compromised. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to approve the Casualty Loss Application 
for Bonnie Greenfield, effective February 23, 2016, until the occupancy of a new house. It was 
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
KATHLEEN HITE—FAIRGROUND IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present. 
 
Hite presented three bids for replacing a wall at the Fairgrounds. 

� It was determined Hite would seek more detailed information from one of the bids and 
address the Board again the next week. 
 
Emerson suggested funding for the wall project come from both the Fair-Capital and 
contingency budget lines, to which the Board agreed. 
 
Meeting recessed at 11:52 A.M. 
Meeting reconvened at 1:15 P.M. 
 
VAN PURCHASE, Continued 
Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson was present. He brought the Board an offer for a van 
purchase as had been discussed that morning. 
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� A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to allow the purchase of a 2012 Ford van 
for not more than $19,280 for the maintenance department. It was seconded and carried with 
unanimous ayes. Commissioner Howell was not present. 
 
ELECTED OFFICIALS—SALARY SURVEY 
Deputy Sheriff Dan Kennedy, Attorney Mike Seib, Treasurer Tevian Ekren-Kober, Assessor 
Rick Haberman, Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, and Payroll Clerk Lorrann Morrell 
were present. Bonnie Brazier, BDPA, was present by speakerphone. 
 
The Board reviewed with the elected officials the services available from BDPA to provide a 
methodology when determining salaries from a presentation it had heard from BDPA 
representatives the previous week. 
 
Brazier said her company typically provides a compensation plan and cost classification. She 
added that it would also determine that job descriptions for County employees were legal. 
 
Commissioner Morley said he would like BDPA to provide job descriptions, salary comparisons, 
and a plan for pay advances according to longevity. 
 
Commissioner Roemer reported from her survey of Idaho counties that had employed the 
services of BDPA. She said five counties as well as the Southern Idaho Regional Solid Waste 
District were pleased with the information they had received. She believed the data from BDPA 
would render the amounts of salaries defensible. 
 
Seib said Jerome County needed to compare its salaries to those in Twin Falls County because 
the latter is a competitor for Jerome County employees. He asked what problem the County was 
addressing. 
 
Commissioner Roemer said she would like to have better information when the Commissioners 
consider salary increases during their budgeting workshops and that job descriptions needed to 
be evaluated. 
 
Ekren-Kober suggested using the funds that would be charged by BDPA to increase employee 
salaries. She said employee questionnaires could be evaluated by legal counsel to determine fair 
wages. 
 
Commissioner Roemer said a “dartboard” approach had been used in setting salaries and that she 
did not see a downside to employ BDPA. 
 
Deputy Kennedy stated the job descriptions of deputy sheriffs are dictated by what the State of 
Idaho requires. He said that the sheriff would rather have the funds necessary for the study used 
for raises. 
 
Haberman favored hiring BDPA if the cost did not cause the County to forfeit raises. 
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� The Board agreed to seek a proposal from BDPA before determining whether to engage 
its services. 
 
STACEY DEPEW—APPROVAL FOR C. IRA DILLMAN 
Attorney Mike Seib was present. Also present were Public Defenders Stacey DePew and Ira 
Dillman. 
 
DePew said her firm’s contract with the County required approval from the Commissioners for 
another attorney to assist with public defender services. She requested sanction of Ira Dillman, 
saying he specialized in Driving Under the Influence cases and that he had significant criminal 
defense experience. She said his employment would not be an added expense to the County. 
 
Dillman introduced himself to the Board. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to accept C. Ira Dillman as a new 
associate in the Calbo Depew Law Office. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
JEROME AIRPORT, Continued 
Attorney Mike Seib was present. 
 
Commissioner Roemer said she had spoken with Jim McNall, a specialist with the County’s 
liability insurance company, since the Board had discussed allowing a private business venture at 
the Jerome Airport that morning. He had warned that there could be complications with such an 
agreement. 
 
Seib advised it would be easier not to allow private business after hours but that an agreement to 
do so would be a possibility. 
 
The Commissioners also discussed a future salary increase for the new airports manager and the 
six-month probationary period in the employee manual. 
 
Garth Baker was present by speakerphone. 
 
The Commissioners offered Baker a wage increase after 30 days but advised him that he would 
be under a probationary period for six months. They also required that Baker conduct no 
secondary employment at the Jerome Airport at the present time. 
 
Baker accepted the terms set by the Commissioners, with his employment to begin May 2. 
 
CLINT BLACKWOOD—OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT REPORT 
Emergency Management Coordinator Clint Blackwood was present. 
 
Blackwood presented his monthly written report about his office’s activities and meetings he had 
attended. He questioned about paying half down for a bid the Board had accepted for fencing 
around the new radio tower site. He said the project would be funded by federal grant money. 
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Commissioner Howell said the County does not advance money for services or materials. 
 
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present to advise on the County’s payment practice. 
 
A representative of Country Boy Excavation was present by speakerphone. He agreed to wait for 
payment upon completion of the job. 
 
McKim was excused. 
 
Blackwood informed the Board he had been able to earmark grant funds for the purchase of a 
metal detector approved by the Board on April. 11. 
 
RUSS MOORHEAD—JAIL CHANGE ORDER 
Sheriff Doug McFall, Deputy Sheriff Dan Kennedy, and Attorney Mike Seib were present. 
 
The Commissioners discussed with the sheriff his dissatisfaction with doors at the new jail; he 
said he could get used to them. 
 

� Commissioner Howell said he would like to look at the doors, and the matter was 
continued until April 26. 
 
CLAIMS DOCUMENTATION DISCUSSION 
Commissioner Roemer stated she would like to include in the Employee/Supervisor Manual the 
requirement that documentation be attached to claims. She said too much information should not 
be an imposition when spending taxpayer money. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Roemer to add to the Employee/Supervisor 
Manual the request for agendas and/or documentation for events attended to be attached to 
claims. It was seconded, followed by discussion, and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
JAIL OPEN HOUSE DISCUSSION WITH SHERIFF McFALL 
Sheriff Doug McFall was present. 
 
Sheriff McFall said an open house at the new jail could probably be held in late May or early 
June. 

� He also said he would explore a suggested fundraiser for the jail. 
 
MIKE SEIB—LEGAL COUNSEL 
Attorney Mike Seib was present. 
 
Sign Detention Center Agreement: This matter was continued until April 25 when Deputy 
Sheriff Marisela Ibarra could be present. 
 
Sign Conflict Public Defender Contracts: Seib presented two additional contracts along with 
the one he had presented the previous week for law firms in Twin Falls that were willing to 
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handle conflict public defender cases in addition to attorneys already under contract with Jerome 
County. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to sign the professional contracts for 
conflict public defenders with Canyon Law PLLC, Rands Law PLLC, and Mark Guerry. It was 
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
Sign County Surveyor Contracts: Planning and Zoning Administrator Art Brown and Assistant 
Administrator Nancy Marshall were present.  

� It was determined legal counsel would present modified surveyor contracts to the Board 
for signature on April 25. 
 
 
Seib called for an executive session. 
 

� 4:29 P.M. - A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to go into executive session per 
Idaho Code Section 74-206(1)(b) regarding personnel. It was seconded and carried with a 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
4:39 P.M. – Return to open session. 
 
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES OF APRIL 4 AND 11 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to approve the minutes of April 4 and 11 
as read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
INDIGENT MATTERS 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the indigent matters as 
presented. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Denied were Case Nos. 1516-070; 
1516-086; 1516-072; and 1516-085; dismissed were Case Nos. 1516-052 and 1516-008. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:57 P.M. 
 
Respectively submitted: 
 
  ______________________________ 
  Charles M. Howell, Chairman 
________________________  
Jane White, Deputy Clerk  
   
  ______________________________ 
 Catherine M. Roemer, Commissioner 
 
 
 
 ______________________________ 
 Roger M. Morley, Commissioner 


