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JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Monday, April 4, 2016 
 
PRESENT: Charles Howell, Chairman 
 Catherine Roemer, Vice Chairman 
 Roger Morley, Commissioner 
 Jane White, Deputy Clerk 
 
Meeting convened at 9 A.M. 
 
COMMISSIONER COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Commissioner Morley reported from a Southern Idaho Regional Solid Waste District meeting 
where directors discussed the gas to energy project and equipment purchases. 
 
Commissioner Morley also informed the Board of a behavioral health center discussed at a 
Community Action meeting. The Commissioners considered whether they wanted to show 
interest in requesting that the facility be built in Jerome County and determined not to pursue a 
request because State funding would be limited to five years. 
 
Commissioner Morley had also attended State training on the Sunshine Law, which pertains to 
requirements to be met by candidates. 
 
Commissioner Howell stated he had given permission for the City of Jerome to proceed with a 
sewer project that would require a temporary approach ramp for horse racing at the Fairgrounds. 
He said the project would not be an expense to the County and that he would bring the Board 
projected expenses for the County’s responsibility in improving drainage at the Fairgrounds. 
 
SIGN CHILD ABUSE PROCLAMATION 
Prosecutor John Horgan was present. Also present were representatives from Head Start, to wit, 
Teri Anderson, Brandi Robinette, Emily Anderson, Gwen Ruggles, Abby Greenfield, Megan 
Wilks, and Patty McFarling. 
 
Greenfield presented a bouquet of blue and silver pinwheels, which she said represented the 
whimsicality that should be a part of childhood. She stated that child abuse is totally preventable. 
 
Horgan added that everyone has a responsibility to report suspected child abuse. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to sign a proclamation to designate April 
as Child Abuse Prevention Month. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 

PROCLAMATION 

    
 

WHEREAS, child abuse is a serious and growing problem affecting more than 3.2 million of our nation’s 
children annually and thousands of children locally; and 
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WHEREAS, this societal malignancy called child abuse respects no racial, religious, class, or geographical 
boundaries, and, in fact, has been declared a national emergency; and 

 
WHEREAS, The College of Southern Idaho Head Start/Early Head Start is bringing attention to this social 

issue through its support of parent aide programs, parenting classes, educational programs, and community service 
activities.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, WE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF JEROME COUNTY, 

IDAHO, DO HEREBY PROCLAIM THE MONTH OF APRIL 2016 AS 
 

        CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH 

 
in Jerome County, Idaho, and urge citizens to use this time to understand better, recognize, and respond to this 
grievous problem, for all our children. 
 
 /s/ Charles M. Howell 

 Charles M. Howell, Chairman 
 

 /s/ Catherine M. Roemer 
 Catherine M. Roemer, Commissioner 

 
 /s/ Roger M. Morley 
 Roger M. Morley, Commissioner 

 
SIGN AIRPORT DOCUMENT 
The Board was in receipt of an Outlay Report and Request for Reimbursement for Construction 
Programs at the Jerome Airport. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to authorize the chairman to sign the 
airport document closing out a grant for the Jerome Airport. It was seconded and carried with 
unanimous ayes. 
 
MID-SNAKE APPOINTMENT 
The Board was in receipt of a nomination by the Twin Falls County Commissioners to fulfill a 
term on the Middle Snake Regional Water Resource Commission. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to appoint Duane Turner as a new member 
of the Water Resource Commission. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 

HEALTH DISTRICT APPOINTMENT 
The Commissioners discussed reappointing Linda Montgomery to the Board of Health for the 
South Central Public Health District. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to reappoint Linda Montgomery as the 
Jerome County representative for the health district. It was seconded and carried with unanimous 
ayes. 
 

QUARTERLY JAIL INSPECTION 
Commissioner Howell performed the quarterly jail inspection. 
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BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
The Board signed Employee Wage Change forms for Rick Bohling and Justin Neumeyer as 
newly hired deputy sheriffs, effective March 28, 2016, and March 23, 2016, respectively; and 
Deputy Sheriffs Matthew Spencer, Troy Tolman, and Jose Lopez for pay increases. 
 
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 31, 2016, for the Insurance Deductible 
Trust, with a grand total of $1,951.80. 
 
The Board signed a Leave Request/Sick Time form for Brent Culbertson. 
 

TRACEE McKIM—VIDEO ARRAIGNMENT EQUIPMENT 
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present. 
 
McKim expressed the need for video arraignment equipment to replace equipment that was no 
longer functional. The Board discussed whether to take the necessary funds from the FF&E 
(Furniture, Fixtures, and Equipment) jail bond funds or to take part of the funding from the 
Justice Budget. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the purchase of video 
arraignment equipment for $26,250 from the jail FF&E Budget. It was seconded and carried with 
unanimous ayes. 
 
BRYAN CRAIG—PUMP TRACK REQUEST 
Bryan Craig requested again that the County contribute $5,000 toward a bicycle pump track. The 
Commissioners had agreed to donate $1,000 on August 17. Craig stated that Dairygold had 
contributed $10,000, with five other local organizations each committing $5,000; another $5,000 
from the County would complete the $40,000 necessary. 
 
Commissioner Morley said he agreed with providing recreation for youngsters and that he liked 
that many community organizations were cooperating to provide the bicycle track. 
 

� It was determined to consult the County auditor and to discuss the matter further later in 
the day. 
 
LARRY HALL—JEROME 20/20 QUARTERLY REPORT 
Jerome 20/20 Executive Director Larry Hall was present. 
 
Hall submitted a written second quarter update of the Jerome 20/20 Economic Development 
Organization. He expounded on administrative and marketing activities, economic/community 
development projects, and an upcoming Jerome city and county tour with the new executive 
director of SIEDO (Southern Idaho Economic Development Organization). 
 

� Commissioner Roemer requested that Hall include features of the Eden/Hazelton area in 
the developing Jerome 20/20 Website. 
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KEN JACKSON—SECURITY BID FROM WHITE CLOUD COMMUNICATIONS 
This matter was rescheduled for April 18. 
 
ART BROWN—UPDATE THE STATUS OF COUNTY SURVEYOR CHIP CARLSON 
Planning and Zoning Administrator Art Brown and Assistant Administrator Nancy Marshall 
were present. 
 
Brown reported that Chip Carlson, the surveyor used by the County, had moved to Boise. He 
stated he had proposals from George Yerion and Bert Nowak for surveying and would like to be 
able to use either one, to which the Board agreed.  
 
DISCUSSION—CLAIM DOCUMENTATION 
Discussion of this matter was continued until April 11. 
 
Meeting recessed at 11:50 A.M. 
Meeting reconvened at 1:15 P.M. with Commissioners Roemer (presiding) and Morley present. 
Commissioner Howell had been delayed. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Roemer to recess as a Board of County 
Commissioners. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Roemer to convene as a Board of Equalization. It 
was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
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JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Monday, April 4, 2016 
 
PRESENT: Catherine Roemer, Vice Chairman 
 Roger Morley, Commissioner 
 Jane White, Deputy Clerk 
 
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 
There were no matters to come before the Board of Equalization. 

 
� A Motion was made by Commissioner Roemer to adjourn as the Board of Equalization 

and reconvene as a Board of County Commissioners. It was seconded and carried with 
unanimous ayes. 
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JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Monday, April 4, 2016 
 
PRESENT: Catherine Roemer, Vice Chairman 
 Roger Morley, Commissioner 
 Jane White, Deputy Clerk 
 
RICK KIRSCH—REPORT ON NEW EQUIPMENT PURCHASE 
Building Inspector Rick Kirsch was present. 
 
Kirsch reported on the technology upgrades recently purchased to streamline his duties. He 
demonstrated that he was able to access building plans on his iPad and iPhone, which was a great 
help when he was in the field. 
 
2:03 P.M. – Commissioner Howell was present and presiding. 
 
TEVIAN EKREN-KOBER—APPROVAL OF A CLAIM 
Treasurer Tevian Ekren-Kober was present. 
 
Ekren-Kober explained that her office had applied a payment to an incorrect parcel, resulting in a 
title company fee for a Litigation Guarantee that the property owner should not have to pay. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to pay First American Title Company 
$200 on behalf of James H. Dean, due to an error. It was seconded and carried with unanimous 
ayes. 
 
RICK HABERMAN—TAX EXEMPTION FOR HILEX-POLY 
Assessor Rick Haberman and Treasurer Tevian Ekren-Kober were present. Also present was 
Larry Hall, executive director of Jerome 20/20. 
 
Haberman informed the Board that Hilex-Poly had reported less than the required amount for its 
tax exemption but that personal property numbers were missing. 
 

� It was determined that Haberman would consult company representatives and report to 
the Board again on April 11. 
 
MICHELLE EMERSON—EMPLOYEE WAGE INCREASE 
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Court Deputy Clerk Jennifer Wilder, and Payroll 
Clerk Lorrann Morrell were present. 
 
Emerson followed up from a request for a wage increase by one of her deputy clerks on March 
28. She said Jerome County pays deputy clerks considerably less than surrounding counties and 
that although she had previously asked for a salary raise for her employee, she now wanted to 
wait until the budget workshops for FY 2016-17 to request pay increases. 
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Commissioner Howell said the Board had previously approved requests for merit raises in mid-
year if funds to cover them were in the budget. He said he would be willing to consider an 
individual wage increase in mid-year but not a request to raise the salaries of an entire 
department. 
 
Commissioner Roemer asked that the Board first consider a proposal from a company on April 
11 to gather information from County employees and provide salary standards based on job 
descriptions. She believed the salary request was out of sync with the budget year.  
 

� Consideration of the wage increase was continued until April 11. 
 
RICK DARNELL FOR BONNIE GREENFIELD—CASUALTY LOSS APPLICATION 
Assessor Rick Haberman and Treasurer Tevian Ekren-Kober were present. Rick Darnell 
rescheduled for April 18. 
 
CLINT BLACKWOOD—RADIO TOWER FENCING BIDS 
Emergency Management Coordinator Clint Blackwood was present. 
 
Blackwood provided quotes from five companies to fence around the new radio tower site. The 
Board agreed to include fencing around a catchment basin. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the project with Country Boy 
Excavation for $11,695 for 550 feet of fencing, to include enclosure of the catchment basin, for 
the tower site on the Butte. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
MIKE SEIB—LEGAL COUNSEL 
Attorney Mike Seib was present. 
 
Food Service Agreement: Sheriff Doug McFall was present. He gave the Board an agreement 
for food service for the new jail, adding that an ice machine would be included with the contract 
at no cost. 

� It was determined the sheriff would resubmit the agreement with changes suggested by 
legal counsel. 
 
 
Sheriff McFall reported on jail construction progress and advised that the Commissioners view 
headway and problems at the jail site. 
 
Special Use Permits in A-1 Zone: Planning and Zoning Administrator Art Brown and Assistant 
Administrator Nancy Marshall were present. Brown reported there were 34 residences in 
question of whether their Special Use Permits were still allowed. 
 

� It was determined the Planning and Zoning Office would send letters to the landowners 
requesting updated information on their residences. 
 
Claim Documentation: Discussion of this matter was continued until April 11. 
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Code Enforcement Complaint: Planning and Zoning Administrator Art Brown, Assistant 
Administrator Nancy Marshall, and Code Enforcer Bob Wright were present. Also present was 
Barrett McClure. 
 
Those present discussed a complaint from McClure about ponds adjacent to his property. 

� It was determined that the code enforcer would investigate whether there could be a 
violation. 
 
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to approve the minutes of March 28 as 
read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
INDIGENT MATTERS 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley for indigent matters to be completed as 
written. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Denied were Case Nos. 1516-073; 
1516-069; and 1516-071; dismissed were Case Nos. 1415-125 and 1415-154. 
 
Meeting recessed at 5:12 P.M. 
Meeting reconvened at 5:50 P.M. 
 
PUMP TRACK REQUEST, Continued from A.M. 
The Board determined to use funds from “Other Miscellaneous Expenses” in the General Fund 
budget line to satisfy a request for a contribution toward a bicycle pump track. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the $5,000 request from Bryan 
Craig for a pump track, followed by discussion that the Board had already been willing to 
commit $1,000 toward the project, and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
SWEARING IN OF CEMETERY BOARD MEMBERS 
Present were Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Deputy Clerk Cy Lootens, and Judge 
Tom Borresen. Also present were Walt Appell, Jeff Mecham, and Carolyn Sullivan as well as 
other members of the public. 
 
Judge Borresen administered the oath of office to Walt Appell, Jeff Mecham, and Carolyn 
Sullivan as newly appointed directors of the Jerome Cemetery District Board. Lootens notarized 
the oaths, and the public enjoyed sharing a celebratory cake. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:30 P.M. 
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Respectively submitted: 
 
  ______________________________ 
  Charles M. Howell, Chairman 
________________________  
Jane White, Deputy Clerk  
   
  ______________________________ 
 Catherine M. Roemer, Commissioner 
 
 
 
 ______________________________ 
 Roger M. Morley, Commissioner 
 


