A Moment of Self-Reliant Wisdom

Topic: Evacuation

Learning objective: Family shall understand what will be needed when the call to evacuation or the demand for evacuation is necessary.

Several types of disasters may force you and your family to be evacuated from you home or business. Toxic chemical spill or emergency involving hazardous materials, airplane crash, fire storm or uninhabitable housing due to earthquake, high winds, heavy snow fall, or terrorist attack. Evacuation takes you from a threatened area to a sheltered or open protected area out of danger.

· If you are told to evacuate, take the following steps:

· Listen carefully to instructions given by local officials. Evacuate immediately if told to do so.

· If you have time, grab your portable disaster (72 hour) kit. Make sure that you include any last-minute items, such as prescription medication, glasses and other items that you may need.

· Wear appropriate clothing and sturdy shoes.

· Lock your home.

· Use travel routes outlined by local officials. Do not take short cuts; their location may be in an unsafe area.

· Keep fuel in your car if evacuations seem likely. Plan ahead. Gas stations may be closed by the disaster or overburdened by other evacuees. A good rule of thumb is to always have a half tank of gas.

If you go to a shelter, notify staff of any special needs you may have.

They will try to accommodate you and make you comfortable.

Be prepared to leave your home if:

· Your area is without electrical power or water for an extended period of time.

· There is a chemical emergency affecting your area.

· Floodwater is rising.

· A wild land fire is burning near your home

· Your home has been severely damaged.

· If local officials tell you to evacuate without reason.

Evacuations are common and require some prior preparation

Your 72-hour kit is made for an evacuation or sheltering incident








