
 

July 18, 2013 

City Council Chambers 

100 E Ave A                                                                                                                                            

Jerome, Idaho 

 

Attendance 

 

Roger Hinton -American Red Cross, Zoe Monahan – City of Jerome, Clint Blackwood – 

Jerome County EMA, Arthur Brown – PIO Jerome, Baldwin Camin – LEPC, Mike Dahmer – 

Jerome County EMA, Gary Davis – BHS, Linda Underwood – JC Airport, Trish Heath – 

SLJMC, Larry Goolsby – Jerome County EMA/ARC, Lorand Layton – ARES/RACES, Doug 

McFall – Jerome Sheriff, Lt Dan Kennedy – Jerome Co Sheriff, Diana Ochsner – Red Cross, 

Eddie D Patterson – The Salvation Army, Tom Snow – USDA –Farm Service, Mark Crane 

(representative) – Enviro Care, Thomas Hughes – Jerome City Fire Department, John Moore – 

SIRCOMM, Kristy Churchman – SIRCOMM, Rick Bernsen – SIRCOMM, Glenna 

Lawrence – Jerome County OEM Assistant 

 

Welcome 

 

Baldwin Camin called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone in attendance and invited 

members to introduce themselves.   

 

LEPC 

 

Minutes for May 2013 LEPC meeting were reviewed, changed and approved.    

 

Old Business 

 

Clint turns the time over to Rick Bernsen, our project coordinator for the Citizen Award 

Notification Program.  Rick has been doing this presentation around Twin Falls and Jerome 

County area to show just what SIRCOMM C.A.N. (Citizen Alert Notification) means.  They talk 

about what SIRCOMM does, how they got started and the overview.   This service allows you to 

opt-in to receive notifications via phone calls, text messaging, e-mail and more based on 

addresses you care about.  You can choose to receive notifications about events that may affect 

your home, workplace, families, schools and more.  In the summer of 2012 we had several fires 

in the area and because of an abundance of community concern they were able to secure funding 

through SHSP Grant from Homeland Security to upgrade the communications infrastructure. 

They selected the Everbridge System to address the issue.  The new notification system will offer 

the citizens of Gooding, Jerome, Lincoln, and Twin Falls County the opportunity to register 

multiple contact paths including SMS, TTY, mobile phone numbers, and email and landline 

phones for emergency notifications, severe weather alerts and community notifications by early 

summer.  Rick says the best feature of this system is how it can alert a specific area; street, 

neighborhood, city, state, county or the entire surrounding SIRCOMM area, depending on what 



the emergency is.  We have the opportunity to Sign UP/OPT-IN for notifications; create an 

account by going to www.sircomm.com and click on link.  Follow the steps in the sign up 

process.  You can also go to http://www.jeromecountyid.us under the Emergency Management 

Department and follow instructions.  Rick says the new slogan is; “Now 911 can call you”. 

Zoe Monahan reports on the G290 PIO course held on June 4-5 in Boise.  She thanked the 

Jerome County Emergency Management for the opportunity to attend the course. She said it was 

very beneficial and specifically learned more about interviews and tips to help her prepare for the 

future. She learned about “bridging” which will be a very valuable tool in the future and also had 

the opportunity to test out her new skills in a taped interview. Zoe highly recommends the 

course.  

Clint reports on the L-427 CERT Program Manager that was held June 3-4 in Boise.  He says it 

was an excellent course in as much as they brought national instructors as opposed to going back 

to Emmetsburg; these are the same staff members that would teach the EMI course.  Clint says 

the information was phenomenal; they represented programs that would benefit us on how to 

initiate and sustain the CERT training program.  They gave a lot of ideas we need to start 

implementing in our CERT training programs and moving forward getting the CERT program up 

and functioning well into Jerome County.  Clint says he will invite all LEPC members to 

participate and be involved in carrying it forward.   Larry Goolsby says that a lot of people in 

Jerome County has been certified but nothing has happen for the need to immediate engage but if 

we had a program manager to jump start the interest of those who have been interested before 

and those who have already been certified, maybe we could get it fired up again, especially sense 

the program is already in place.  Mike Dahmer says as of 2 months ago he was put in as the 

Regional CERTS Administrator and also comments on the CERT back pack and the lack of 

funds.  Baldwin also gives his input on the CERTS backpack; anyone not familiar with the 

backpack, it is a basic equipment pack and any kind of CERT training, one of the things that 

need to happen is funding.  Baldwin asks the LEPC group if they were aware of any funding 

available within their own corporations or company to please contact Clint.   Clint also asked the 

group if they were affiliated with a company that is involved with the grant system or application 

system please make it available to us.  We really need to find a funding structure; because of the 

lack of Government funding we can’t rely on Homeland Security Grant funds.      

Clint reports on the Severe Weather Training Workshop in Jerome County June 13
th

 in Hazelton 

Idaho.  He says we have a dozen new storm spotters that attended and trained in the area.  Clint 

says it is important to know what to report and actually know what you are looking at when you 

see it.  Clint encourages anyone that hasn’t taken the course to do so, it helps out immensely to 

be able to spot things that the National Weather Service in Boise can’t pick up.  They rely on the 

weather spotters to send in alerts to keep them informed and on top of what is up ahead.  Clint 

says we are committed to holding weather spot training on annual bases.  

 

http://www.sircomm.com/
http://www.jeromecountyid.us/


New Business 

 

Clint introduced the ‘Community Emergency Preparedness Workbook and Guidelines’ to the 

LEPC members for review and comments.  We had several ideas and changes we will be 

incorporating into the workbook.   

 

Clint reminded the LEPC group of the Jerome County Fair on August 6-10.  We passed out a 

form for volunteers to sign up for our Emergency Management booth.  

 

LEPC meeting for August has been cancelled due to conflict and a unanimous vote by the LEPC 

group to hold the next meeting on September 19,
 
2013.  

 

 

 

Training Opportunities / Exercises:  

 

Clint reports that we have an opportunity for ICS 300 (September 11-13, 2013 and the ICS 400 

September 25-26, 2013 in our local area of Twin Falls (300) and Gooding (400).  Sign up at 

https://www.idahoprepares.com 

 

MGT-323 (BHS) Instructor Development Workshop Dates 7/31-8/2, 2013, 8:00 AM 5:00 PM 

Boise, Ada County Paramedics Admin Offices (370 N Benjamin Lane). Sign up on 

https://www.idahoprepares.com  

 

Course E910 – Integrated Emergency Management Course (IEMC), Earthquake: preparedness 

and Response, July 22-25, 2013 in Emmitsburg, MD.   

 

Check out the training courses offered at https://www.idahoprepares.com and for the Fusion 

Liaison Officer candidates to apply at www.isp.idaho.gov/icic/  

   

You can go to https://training.fema.gov/EMIweb/is  and find any Independent Study courses you 

are interested in and sign up. 

 

 

Agency Reports:  
 

Tom Snow - reported that Jerome County had a hailstorm in early July that affected crops in the 

Hazelton area from ridgeway road to 2800 E in a northerly direction and the range of loss was 

from 100% to 20%.  No structures were damaged but crop loss is significant.  He discussed the 

current drought conditions for Jerome.   Tom says we are currently in D2 which is a classified as 

severe.   Several federal programs can be enacted based upon the US drought 

monitor.   Emergency conservation programs for livestock water are being considered in Lincoln 

County and Rangeland conditions are susceptible to wildfire due to the dry grasses, probably not 

a matter of if but when it may strike locally.   The possibility of large fires is imminent. 

https://www.idahoprepares.com/
https://www.idahoprepares.com/
https://www.idahoprepares.com/
http://www.isp.idaho.gov/icic/
https://training.fema.gov/EMIweb/is


Linda Underwood - In regards to the Jerome County Airport Appreciation Day, Linda wants to 

say "Thank You" to Larry & Diana for bringing out the Red Cross vehicle.  They handed out 

bottled water and were greatly appreciated by all.  Linda says they had an excellent turn out and 

she thinks that everyone really enjoyed themselves.  There were over 100 people that had a ride 

in one of six airplanes that were flying that day.   

 

 

Our Next Jerome LEPC Meeting    

Thursday September 19, 2013 

1p.m. – 2 p.m.   

Jerome City Council Chambers 

 


