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Dec 18, 2014
City Council Chambers
100 E Ave A                                                                                                                                           
Jerome, Idaho


Attendance

Baldwin Camin – LEPC/JPP, Clint Blackwood – Jerome County EMA, Arthur Brown - PIO Jerome, Mike Dahmer – Jerome County EMA, Gary Davis – BHS, Linda Underwood – JC Airport, Keith Mills – Hillsdale Hwy Dist, Diana Ochsner – Red Cross, Tami Pearson – SCPHD, Cathy Roemer – Jerome County Commissioner,  Jay Gardner – Jerome Police Department, Doug McFall – Jerome Sheriff, Sheri Blackwood – Citizen,  David Lacelle – Jerome City Fire Dept, Staci Schneider – Intermountain Comm, Rick Fawcett – Whisper Mountain, Glenna Lawrence – Jerome County OEM Assistant, 

Welcome

Baldwin Camin, Chairman, called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone in attendance and invited members to introduce themselves.  

LEPC

Minutes for Oct 18, 2014 LEPC meeting were reviewed, corrected and approved.   

Old Business

Clint gives us grant updates and reports that we are still continuing to move forward with the tower purchase.  The Historic Preservation Document is presently been a frustration to those involved; Sheriff’s office and himself.  Jim Wood’s with the College of Southern Idaho is an expert in historic preservation and has been working with us in preparing the environmental statement and coordinating with the federal agencies that need to be involved so when we submit that on the electronic version called section E106 process to make sure there aren’t any burial grounds or historical items in the way.  This is required by the Homeland Security before moving forward.  It will interface with the other agencies that need to be notified and get there buy in and move forward.  Clint says the monies have already been set aside for the project in our grant.  Clint makes the comment; if anyone has the opportunity to drive by the site, on highway 93, just pass north of the butte you will notice there is a short radio tower and a support building already in place and completed in the development of the radio tower project.  Doug McFall says that the commissioners approved for Idaho Power to put in a new pole and transformer.

New Business

Clint reports and comments on the Stop Movement (TTX) tabletop exercise held on November 19th.  Several of the LEPC members attended.  The Scenario primary focus was on;  animal disease outbreak and stopping the movement of animals in and out of the area, Jurisdiction (county) and expertise (which moves up to the State of Agriculture, vets and other animal experts on a Federal level).  Clint feels we got some information out of it but on a local response he feels they were left out of the picture.  It was mostly on a State and Federal level of conversation.  Clint says overall they focused on the fact that if within Jerome County, if we ever have a foreign animal outbreak it would cause a very severe impact.  The economic function of Jerome County is probably our number one potential threat we would have as far as emergency management looking at the threat and risk assessment.  The impact would be extremely high even though the incident is very low.  Jerome County is very highly dependent upon agriculture especially the dairy industry and if we had an outbreak it would affect so many people and their livelihood.   

Clint reports and comments on the Mass Care TTX held on Dec 10th. The Scenario was taken from a Korean National tourist bus incident in Oregon.  They transposed that scenario into highway 93/I-84 junction where a school bus left the roadway.  Clint says as we developed a scenario he thought everyone was very well informed as to what their local agencies capabilities and interaction would be.  Clint says the only thing he thought was lacking or not clearly defined and well developed was the public information aspect; what and how the joint information center or those agencies to be involved would get the public information out.  This is something he felt we should continue to pursue.   We have to look at the political impact and what they need, the first responders and what information they need, and of course getting the information out to the public and how that will be done.  

Doug McFall comments on an accident that hit a natural gas line out west of town a few weeks ago and thought it would be a good time to try out the SIRCOMM CAN (Citizen Alert Network).  They could never get it to work which was a disappointment and a concern.  Firefighters and deputies ended up going door to door to get everyone out.  They worked on getting it up and running but by the time it was working the emergency was over.  

Presentation:  

Rick Fawcett from Whisper Mountain gives us a presentation and a 5 year update on the Jerome County All Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Rick shows the Goal, Objective, Project, Responsible Entity and Order of Magnitude Cost & Planning Horizon for Severe Weather, Flooding, Geological, Wildfire, Biological, Structural Fire, Riot/Demonstration/Civil Disorder, and Terrorism.  

Up Coming Events 
Training Opportunities / Exercises: 
ICS 300 course in Kimberly January 5th, 2015
Upcoming Virtual Table Top Exercises (VTTX).  Each of these will be held at the South Central Health District Office conference room.  The VTTX schedule for the coming year is as follows:  (These will be posted on the www.idahoprepares.com website for easy enrollment.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     July 8, ‘15 – Long-term Power Outage                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            September 9, ‘15 – Short Term Recovery                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Training opportunities through the Independent study training that may be helpful for the first responders. Go to www.ruraltraining.org/training/online/.  There are a few of the many DHS-certified courses available by the RDPC (Rural Domestic Preparedness Consortium). If you would like to learn more about the RDPC (which is a web access independent study) visit www.ruraltraining.org, email info@ruraltraining.org, or the help desk is also available at (877) 855-7372.  One course is “The Event Security Planning for Public Safety Professionals”; again it is a self-paced-web accessed online course.  There are also a number of courses being offered under EMI (Emergency Management Institute) and are virtual tabletop exercises (VTTX), sponsored by South Central Public Health District.  Several upcoming training opportunities, go to www.idahoprepares.com, and register online. 

Many Independent Study courses are available at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/


Agency Reports:   No agency reports at this time.



Our Next Jerome LEPC Meeting
Jan 15, 2015
1pm – 2pm
Jerome City Council Chambers



