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JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Monday, March 28, 2016 

 
PRESENT:  Charles Howell, Chairman 
 Catherine Roemer, Vice Chairman 
 Roger Morley, Commissioner 
 Jane White, Deputy Clerk 
 
Meeting convened at 9 A.M. 
 
COMMISSIONER COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Commissioner Howell reported he had worked with the code enforcement officer regarding a 
littering complaint. 
 
Commissioner Roemer had attended a Local Emergency Planning Committee meeting where she 
heard a report from the Red Cross. 
 
SIGN CSI LETTER 
The Commissioners followed up on their March 21 decision to send a letter regarding their 
endorsement of Plan II for the College of Southern Idaho taxing district. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to sign the letter to the College of 
Southern Idaho. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
HEALTH DISTRICT APPOINTMENT 
This matter was postponed until April 4. 
 
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
Commissioner Howell informed the Board that SIRCOMM would be observing National 
Dispatcher Month by declaring April 10-16 Dispatcher Week. The Commissioners were invited 
to a barbecue at the regional dispatch center on April 11 from 6-8 P.M. 
 
The Board was in receipt of documentation from the Office of the Governor that appointments 
would be made from each zone of a newly formed cemetery district, to wit, Walt Appell, Jeff 
Mecham, and Carolyn Sullivan. 
 

� It was later confirmed that Judge Borresen would swear in the directors on April 4 at 6 

P.M 
 
The Board signed a Leave Request/Sick Time form for Clint Blackwood. 
 
The Board signed a Payroll Claims Approval by Fund dated March 24, 2016, for the March 
payroll, with a grand total of $273,800.40. 
 
The Board signed a Direct Deposit Detail dated March 24, 2016, for the March payroll, with a 
grand total of $186,337.49. 
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 24, 2016, for the Insurance Deductible 
Trust, with a grand total of $60. 
 
CLAIMS 
Commissioner Howell signed claims for the March 15, 2016, to March 28, 2016, claim cycle as 
follows: Clerk, $168.70; Assessor, $41.03; Treasurer, $126.00; Commissioners, $208.10; 
Coroner, $896.45; Civil Defense, $578.61; Elections, payroll $269.33, accounts payable 
$18.03, total $287.36; General, payroll $51.09, accounts payable $2,763.05, total $2,814.14; 
Planning and Zoning, $176.00; Veterans, $25.15; Subtotal General, payroll $320.42, 
accounts payable $5,001.12, total $5,321.54; Sheriff, $1,515.27; Adult Probation, $160.00; 
Public Defenders, $1,446.25; Juvenile Probation, $724.20; General Justice, $9,500.00; 
Subtotal Justice, $13,345.72; Airport, $200.00; District Court, $1,531.37; Ambulance 
District, $5,000.00; Indigent, $1,915.00; Revaluation, $107.67; Tort, $84,922.00; 
Correctional Facility, $22,581.55; Totals, payroll $320.42, accounts payable $134,604.43; 
grand total $134,924.85. 
 
BRENT CULBERTSON—MAINTENANCE REPORT 
Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson was present. 
 
Culbertson reported he was still seeking bids for an additional courtroom at the Judicial Annex 
Building and had met with different contractors. 
 
Roof leaks were minimal, according to Culbertson. He said he had refinished a bench in the 
clerk’s office, built a partition for the receptionist desk at the public defenders’ office, and had 
added shelf supports to bookshelves in the prosecutors’ library. 
 
Discussion was held about securing the Courthouse after the sheriff’s offices move to the new 
jail. 
 
Culbertson said there were often people in the Courthouse after hours. 
 

� The Board determined to send an e-mail to department heads asking them to notify the 
Commissioners, the sheriff’s office, and Culbertson of any authorized after hours meetings in the 
Courthouse. 
 
KYLE FISHER—PROBATION MATTERS 
Probation Administrator Kyle Fisher was present. 
 
Probation Report: Fisher said activities had been satisfactory in both the misdemeanor and 
juvenile probation offices. He apprised the Board he and two probation officers would attend a 
gang conference in April and that he would also attend the administrator’s meeting of which he 
was the chairman. 
 
Fisher asked permission to buy two black jackets and bulletproof vests. 
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� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the probation department to 
purchase two bulletproof vests in conjunction with the sheriff’s office. It was seconded and 
carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
Fisher said he was ready to proceed in purchasing a probation vehicle as planned for in the FY 
2015-16 Budget. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to allow Kyle Fisher to purchase a vehicle 
for not more than $25,000 for a probation department vehicle. It was seconded and carried with 
unanimous ayes. 
 
Revised Firearms Policy: Fisher reported that legal counsel had reviewed and approved a 
revised firearms policy for his department. He reviewed each change with the Commissioners. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the Probation Department 
revised Firearms Policy. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
BOB SMITH—VETERANS REPORT 
Veterans Service Office Bob Smith was present. 
 
Smith elaborated on his monthly written report. He had helped 17 veterans, including two 
outreach visits and five new enrollees; he had also served three surviving spouses. 
 
ROBIN OLSZYNSKI—SECURITY REPORT 
Robin Olszynski, Dedicated Security, Inc., was present. 
 
Olszynski followed up on his March 21 security report to the Commissioners with more 
information about the County’s equipment, his additional recommendations, and installed price 
quotes. He reviewed his written report with the Commissioners and answered their questions. 
 
Meeting recessed at 11:56 A.M. 
Meeting reconvened at 1:15 P.M. 
 
JENNIFER WILDER—JOB RESPONSIBILITIES 
Court Deputy Clerk Jennifer Wilder was present. Also present was Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee 
McKim. 
 
Wilder followed up from a February 22 request by her supervisor, Michelle Emerson, for a 
salary increase. She detailed her responsibilities and wages since she had begun employment 
with the County in 2007 as a court deputy clerk, citing many additional responsibilities she had 
assumed and improvements she had effected. 
 
Wilder said one of her new responsibilities was serving as a court assistance officer, from which 
she had received expressions of appreciation from individuals she had helped through the court 
system. She added that she was extremely cross-trained and had a passion for the juvenile court 
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system. She had trained five employees and had been invited to serve on judicial committees 
after hours. 
 
Wilder stated she had been offered raises but then was told that the Commissioners had denied a 
salary increase. 
 
Commissioner Howell said the Commissioners do not evaluate employees and that merit 
increases are recommended by supervisors. He said her supervisor’s request had also included 
raises for other employees. 
 
Commissioner Roemer said the Board was hesitant to grant salary increases in mid fiscal year 
and suggested including them with budget requests for the next fiscal year. 
 
Commissioner Howell said he had understood that the Board was to receive more information 
from Emerson. 
 

� The matter was put on the April 4 agenda in order to consult with Emerson. 
 
WILL JACKSON—SIGN AIRPORT DOCUMENTS 
Interim Airport Manager Will Jackson was present. 
 
Signing a closeout document for 2015 airport grants was continued until the Board could sign a 
corrected copy on April 4. 
 
The Board determined that the County would pay for food provided for Airport Advisory Board 
members at their monthly meetings. 
 
LISA COLLINS—DELINQUENT TAXES 
Present was Treasurer Tevian Ekren-Kober. Also present were Lisa Collins and Con Paulos. 
 
Ekren-Kober stated the treasurer’s office had changed the address for Lisa Collins before she had 
taken office in 2011 but that tax notices had just been returned lately. 
 
Collins said she had not ever received mail at the address on the tax notice. She agreed to pay 
half of the fee charged by the title company to research the deed. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to waive the penalties and interest of 
$1,941.03 as presented for Lisa Collins except for $100 to the First American Title Company. It 
was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
STEVEN HUETTIG—TAX DEED 
Present was Treasurer Tevian Ekren-Kober and Assessor Rick Haberman. Also present was 
Steven Huettig, representing Four-H Farms. 
 
Ekren-Kober explained that names and addresses on tax notices had been incorrect since a 
multiple property split on the Huettig Family Farms in 2011. She said taxes had become 



Monday, March 28, 2016 
Page 5 of 6 

 

delinquent because the party responsible to pay the taxes had not received assessment and tax 
notices. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to cancel interest in the amount of 
$1,621.99 and penalty of $218.67 for Parcel No. RP 10S20E262403 with the agreement that 
Four-H Farms pay current taxes in the amount of $9,165.25, less the title company fee. It was 
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
CHAD KINGSLAND—INVESTIGATION PROGRAM 
Deputy Sheriffs Chad Kingsland and Tom Reid as well as Attorney Mike Seib were present. 
 
Deputy Kingsland reported successes in retrieving stolen property by using a trial subscription to 
LeadsOnline, a company offering a program linked to pawn shops. He said over 4,000 agencies 
nationwide use the program. 
 
According to the deputy, the sheriff department’s budget could cover purchasing the program for 
the rest of FY 2015-16, but he requested that a line item to cover the expense be added to the 
next year’s budget. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve spending $1,064 for a 
LeadsOnline contract upon legal counsel’s approval of the written contract. It was seconded and 
carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
MIKE SEIB—LEGAL COUNSEL 
Attorney Mike Seib and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson were present. 
 
Special Use Permits in A-1 Zone: Planning and Zoning Administrator Art Brown and Assistant 
Administrator Nancy Marshall were present. 

� It was determined the Commissioners would address Special Use Permits on April 4 after 
the Planning and Zoning Office and legal counsel could discuss solutions that week. 
 
Personnel Manual Re: Claim Documentation: Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was 
present. The Board discussed State Code 31-1501 regarding documentation on claims. 

� It was determined the Board would address the matter again on April 4. 
 
Conflict Public Defender Contracts: Seib reported letters had been sent to outside attorneys 
offering contracts for conflict public defender services but that there had been no responses yet. 
 
Karen Daniels Property Purchase: The Board discussed dismissing liens in conjunction with 
purchasing property. 

� It was determined that Commissioner Howell would phone the realtor of Karen Daniels 
to ask her and her client to meet with the Board if she were interested in selling property to the 
County. 
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Cemetery District: Seib advised that new cemetery district board members would serve until 
November 2017, after which an election would be held and the Commissioners would set 
staggered terms. 
 
Briefing on Livestock in A-2 Zone Workshop: Seib briefed the Commissioners on the 
workshop scheduled that evening with the Planning and Zoning Commission. 
 
APPROVE CLAIMS 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Roemer to approve the claims as presented, 
followed by discussion that no agenda had been attached from the sheriff for training meals, and 
carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 25, 2016, for the Indigent Fund, with a 
grand total of $900. 
 
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 23, 2016, for the Justice Fund, with a 
grand total of $28,771.20. 
 
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 23, 2016, for the Court Trust-ISTARS, 
Court Bond Trust, and Restitution-Courts Funds, with a grand total of $$12,712.13. 
 
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 23, 2016, with a grand total of 
$106,306.20. 
 
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the minutes of March 21 as 
read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
INDIGENT MATTERS 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to follow staff recommendations 
regarding indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Denied were Case 
Nos. 1516-074; 1516-061; 1516-064; 1516-062; dismissed was Case No. 1415-124. 
 
Meeting recessed at 4:32 P.M. 
Meeting reconvened at 5:30 P.M.  ______________________________ 
  Charles M. Howell, Chairman 
  
________________________  
Jane White, Deputy Clerk ______________________________ 
 Catherine M. Roemer, Commissioner 
 
 
 ______________________________ 
 Roger M. Morley, Commissioner 
 


