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JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Monday, March 7, 2016 

 
PRESENT: Charles Howell, Chairman 
 Roger Morley, Commissioner 
 Jane White, Deputy Clerk 
 
Meeting convened at 9 A.M. 
 
Commissioner Roemer was not present due to illness. 
 
COMMISSIONER COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Commissioner Morley reported from a tour of the Bannock County landfill gas to energy project; 
he had learned ways to implement such a project at the regional landfill used by Jerome County. 
 
Commissioner Howell added that the information presented at the Bannock landfill site and the 
tour of the energy project were both informative. 
 
Commissioner Howell had also attended a quarterly Emergency Medical Services meeting and 
provided written information and notes from it. He reported St. Luke’s had reduced ambulance 
response time but that its ambulance services were running in the red. 
 
SIGN JAIL CLAIMS 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley for the chairman to sign jail construction 
claims of $4,400 to LCA Architects for professional services from January 1-31, 2016; of 
$1,134,257 to Scott Hedrick Construction for work and materials from February 1-29, 2016; and 
of $320 to Curry Crane for the use of a crane to set the generator. It was seconded and carried 
with unanimous ayes. 
 
AIRPORT MANAGER APPLICATIONS 
The Commissioners discussed the procedure for hiring an airport manager. They determined that 
the Airport Advisory Board would review applications after April 1 and make a recommendation 
to the Commissioners, after which the Commissioners would conduct interviews as determined. 
 
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
Commissioner Howell signed a Catering Permit for Soran Restaurants/Turf Club, Twin Falls, to 
be used April 13, 2016, from 5 P.M.-11 P.M. 
 
The Board signed Time Clock Correction and Leave Request/Sick Time forms for Clint 
Blackwood. 
 
The Board signed a Request for Employee Wage Change form for Mark Patterson as a newly 
hired maintenance worker for the Fair, effective March 1, 2016. 
 
Commissioner Howell recessed the Board of County Commissioners and reconvened as a Board 
of Equalization. 
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JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 Monday, March 7, 2016 
 
PRESENT: Charles Howell, Chairman 
 Roger Morley, Commissioner 
 Jane White, Deputy Clerk 
 
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 
There were no matters to come before the Board of Equalization. 
 
Commissioner Howell recessed the Board of Equalization and reconvened as a Board of County 
Commissioners. 
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JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Monday, March 7, 2016 

 
PRESENT: Charles Howell, Chairman 
 Roger Morley, Commissioner 
 Jane White, Deputy Clerk 
 
STEVE HINES—EXTENSION OFFICE REPORT 
Extension Educator Steve Hines was not present because he had requested to reschedule for 
March 14. 
 
RICK HABERMAN—CREDIT CARD FEES 
Assessor Rick Haberman and Treasurer Tevian Ekren-Kober were present. 
 
Haberman presented an amendment to his office’s agreement for providing credit and debit card 
services. Access Idaho was dropping the $1 portal administration fee to customers, effective 
April 4, 2016. 
 

� The Board determined to consult its legal counsel later in the day before signing the 
agreement. 
 
TEVIAN EKREN-KOBER—TREASURER MATTERS 
Treasurer Tevian Ekren-Kober was present. 
 
Ekren-Kober presented an addendum to the service level agreement with Access Idaho stating 
that the company would assume liability for counterfeit credit card transactions. 
 

� It was determined the Board would consult its legal counsel that afternoon before signing 
the agreement. 
 
Ekren-Kober gave the Board for signature Designation of Depositories for 12 banks as well as 
financial information from each institution. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to approve the following as depositories 
for Jerome County: Banner Bank, Columbia State Bank, D. L. Evans Bank, Farmers Bank, First 
Federal Savings Bank, Idaho Central Credit Union, KeyBank National Association, US Bank 
National Association, Washington Federal, Wells Fargo Bank, Wells Fargo Bank Northwest, and 
Zions First National Bank, based on the recommendation of the treasurer. It was seconded and 
carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
Tax Cancellations: Ekren-Kober informed the Board it had approved a cancellation of taxes for 
a mobile home for 2014 but that the taxes were accidentally on the 2015 tax roll. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to approve a Letter of Cancellation for 
Douglas Suter, Parcel No. MH0717E351650B, in the amount of $9.81 and to waive the County 
sheriff’s costs and fees. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
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Ekren-Kober said the Board had also cancelled the taxes for another mobile home for 2014 but 
that they had reappeared on the 2015 tax roll. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to cancel taxes of $81.50 plus penalties 
and interest and to waive the County sheriff’s costs and fees for Dennis Pharris, Parcel No. 
MH0920E329001C. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
Ekren-Kober explained that a mobile home had been set for County auction due to taxes owed 
but that it had been vandalized to the point of having no value before the auction. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to cancel taxes for Willy Alvarez, Parcel 
No. MHJ7360000310A, of $295.44 plus penalties and interest and to waive the County sheriff’s 
costs and fees. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
Ekren-Kober told the Board she had confirmed with a County appraiser that another mobile 
home that had been set for auction did not exist. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to sign a Letter of Cancellation for 
Charles E. Smith, Parcel No. MHJ3702870000A, in the amount of $20.94 plus penalties and 
interest and to waive the County sheriff’s costs and fees. It was seconded and carried with 
unanimous ayes. 
 
MEMORIAL BRIDGE DISCUSSION 
The Commissioners discussed a memorial bridge being constructed on the campus of St. Luke’s 
Jerome and determined the County would donate to have its logo put on a paver at the bridge. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to donate $500 for the Jerome County seal 
to be placed on a memorial plaque for the St. Luke’s Jerome Memorial Bridge, to come out of 
the Commissioners’ Other Miscellaneous Expenses line item. It was seconded and carried with 
unanimous ayes. 
 
ART BROWN—AUDITOR’S COMMENTS 
Planning and Zoning Administrator Art Brown, Treasurer Tevian Ekren-Kober, and 
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson were present. 
 
Brown reported he had taught his staff how to follow the recommendations of the outside auditor 
regarding voided receipts. He said if a receipt were issued in error that an explanation would be 
written on the original receipt, or if an original receipt were not available that the customer 
would sign a statement. 
 
Meeting recessed at 11:45 A.M. 
Meeting reconvened at 1:15 P.M. 
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KATHLEEN HITE—AUDITOR’S COMMENTS 
Fair Manager Kathleen Hite, Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Chief Deputy Clerk 
Tracee McKim, and Treasurer Tevian Ekren-Kober were present. 
 

o Hite had sent the Commissioners an e-mail explaining fair expenditures exceeding what 
had been budgeted. She said the horse racing funds on the Fair’s books were the majority of the 
overage and that they would no longer be shown on the Fair’s budget because the Fair Board 
directors would turn the funds over to the horsemen at their board meeting that week. 
 
Fair Board Member Gary Warr was present. 
 

� It was determined a resolution would be written to insert unanticipated income 
into the County budget in the future in order to avoid spending more than a budgeted 
amount. 

 
o Hite said she would be careful to post deposit and expense items to the correct accounts. 

 
o Cash dispersements were discussed, and it was determined documents would be signed 

by recipients to acknowledge the receipt of cash. 
 

o The auditor had recommended reviewing and removing old accounts or transactions. He 
also recommended that accounts receivable be monitored at least annually. 
 

o Hite said she would check the credit cards held by the Fair and lower their limits if they 
were over $2,000. 
 
DOUG McFALL—AUDITOR’S COMMENTS 
Sheriff Doug McFall, Deputy Sheriffs Karen Van Holland and Marisela Ibarra, Treasurer Tevian 
Ekren-Kober, Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee 
McKim were present. 
 
Jail Commissary: Ibarra stated she was meeting with a consultant from Amalgamated Dairies 
Limited (ADL) on March 16 to begin a software program again in order to be able to reconcile 
the resident trust balances to the bank account balance monthly. 
 
McKim advised that the County could keep amounts left in the inmate account that were under 
$100 but that larger amounts were to be put on the Unclaimed Property roll. 
 
Emerson said $10 medical co-pays should be in a separate line item. 
 

� Sheriff McFall requested that Ibarra chair a committee to bring a plan for the commissary 
account to the Board after March 16. 
 
Credit Limit: McKim said that her office had requested that the sheriff’s Costco credit card 
limit be reduced to $2,000. 
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MICHELLE EMERSON—AUDITOR’S COMMENTS 
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim, Social Services 
Deputy Clerk Kim Burlington, Treasurer Tevian Ekren-Kober, and Prosecutor John Horgan were 
present. Commissioner Roemer was present by speakerphone. 
 
Emerson explained a CAT (Idaho Catastrophic Health Care Cost Program) fund could not be 
reconciled at the present time because it was unknown to which case numbers some of the Social 
Services funds should be assigned. She said she had created a new line item for the CAT trust 
fund so that current moneys could be transferred to the State every month, bringing the trust fund 
balance to zero. 
 
McKim suggested paying all the moneys to the CAT board to enable the fund to be reconciled 
henceforth. 
 

� It was determined to try McKim’s suggestion and to consult the outside auditor.  
 
DAVE DAVIS—CITY FIRE RESPONSE TO EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 

CALLS 
Prosecutor John Horgan was present. Also present were Dave Davis, City of Jerome mayor; Tom 
Hughes, City fire chief; Jeremy Presnell, City deputy fire chief; and Blaine Patterson, St. Luke’s. 
Commissioner Roemer was present by speakerphone. 
 
Mayor Davis presented the Board a letter he had received from Patterson requesting funds to 
help offset expenditures for the City fire department’s emergency medical care. Davis also gave 
the Board a chart showing annual projected emergency medical expenses of $20,000. He said 70-
75 percent of calls to the City fire department are Emergency Medical Services (EMS) related 
and that 70 percent of the County EMS calls are within the City of Jerome. 
 
Davis stated the City had discussed reducing the number of calls responded to but that St. Luke’s 
would like the City to continue its medical services. 
 
Commissioner Howell said the County had not budgeted $20,000 to help the fire department but 
that the Commissioners could consider Davis’s request when setting the 2015-16 budget. 
 
Attorney Mike Seib and Larry Hall, Jerome 20/20, were present. 
 
Commissioner Howell said the County had budgeted for Quick Response Units and that he was 
willing to provide $5,000 to the City from the 2015-16 budget. 
 
Commissioner Roemer asked that the Board delay its decision until she could review the 
paperwork that had been presented, and a decision was scheduled for March 14. 
 
ARLEN CROUCH—URBAN RENEWAL UPDATE 
Attorney Mike Seib and Prosecutor John Horgan were present, and Commissioner Roemer was 
present by speakerphone. Also present was Jerome 20/20 Executive Director Larry Hall, filling 
in for Arlen Crouch.  
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Hall presented a memorandum in which he stated he had confirmation from Zions Bank that its 
costs for an Urban Renewal eligibility study would exceed $8,000. 
 
Hall also stated that Philip Kushlan, whom the Board had consulted on February 29, would be 
willing to divide an eligibility study into two phases. He said the County could fund Phase One 
for $1,500 and that the Urban Renewal Agency (URA) could fund Phase Two for $6,000 as well 
as fund the cost to develop an Urban Renewal Plan if a new district were approved. The latter 
two expenses could be reimbursed to the Urban Renewal Agency by the second UR district when 
its revenue allocation resources were available. 
 
Commissioner Roemer said Hall’s request seemed like it was coming from a third party. She said 
the County needed to receive a quote from Kushlan, on his company’s letterhead. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to fund the Phase One portion of the 
Eligibility Study for the Crossroads East Subdivision. It was seconded, followed by discussion in 
which Commissioner Roemer said that she did not have a problem with paying the amount but 
that a formal contract was needed; Commissioner Morley verified that she would vote aye with a 
quote from Kushlan. The motion carried with unanimous ayes. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to amend the previous motion to add that 
money was to be paid upon receipt of the completed feasibility study. The amendment was 
seconded, with no discussion, and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 

� Hall said he would obtain a quote from Kushlan. 
 
Commissioner Roemer was excused. 
 
MIKE SEIB—LEGAL COUNSEL 
Attorney Mike Seib and Prosecutor John Horgan were present. 
 
Conflict Public Defender Contracts: This matter was continued until March 14. 
 
Proclamation: Horgan said he would provide the Board a draft of a proclamation for Child 
Abuse Prevention Month on March 14. 
 
Contracts: Seib approved of credit card agreements with Access Idaho that had been presented 
to the Board earlier in the day. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the amendments to the credit 
card contracts presented by the treasurer and assessor. It was seconded and carried with 
unanimous ayes. 
 
INDIGENT MATTERS 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to follow staff recommendations 
regarding indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Approved was 
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Case No. 1516-045 (amended). Denied were Case Nos. 1516-063; 1516-050; 1516-051; and 
1516-060; dismissed were Case Nos. 1516-019; 1516-005; 1415-112; 1415-119; and 1516-013. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:20 P.M. 
 
Respectively submitted: 
 
  ______________________________ 
  Charles M. Howell, Chairman 
________________________  
Jane White, Deputy Clerk  
   
  ______________________________ 
 Catherine M. Roemer, Commissioner 
 
 
 
 ______________________________ 
 Roger M. Morley, Commissioner 
 


