A Moment of Self-Reliant Wisdom

Topic:  Pets and Disasters

Learning objective: Family will be able to prepare for and care for their animal friends, family and pets and implement an emergency transport and feeding station for their care and comfort.

Your animals need to be included in your family disaster plan since they depend on you for their well being. Your disaster plan should include a list of emergency phone numbers for local agencies that can assist you if disaster strikes – including your veterinarian, state veterinarian, local animal shelter, animal care and control, county extension service, local agricultural schools and the American Red Cross. These numbers should be kept with your disaster kit in a secure, but easily accessible place.

Pets

· [image: image1.wmf]If you must evacuate, DO NOT LEAVE YOUR PETS BEHIND! If you have no alternative but to leave your pet at home, confine your pet to a safe area inside. NEVER leave your pet chained outside! Place a notice outside in a visible area, advising that pets are in the house and where they are located. Provide a phone number where you or a contact can be reached as well as the name and number of your vet.

· With the exception of service animals, pets are not permitted in emergency shelters. Arrange to have a friend or family member keep them if you are not able to keep them with you at the shelter.

· Include you local animal shelter’s number in your list of emergency numbers – they might be able to provide information concerning pets during a disaster.
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Be sure your pet has proper identification tags securely fastened to the collar. If possible, attach the address and/or phone number of your evacuation site. 
· Make sure you have a secure pet carrier and leash for your pet. Pets may need to be restrained during tense emergency situations.
· Have a back-up plan in case you are not at home when an evacuation is ordered. Arrange with a trusted neighbor or friend to meet you at a prearranged location. Make sure this person is comfortable with your pet(s), knows where to find them and where the emergency pet kit is located.
· Have 72-hour kit for your pet.
· For more information about how to prepare your pet emergency kit visit: http://www.ready.gov/america/getakit/pets.html or go to www.redcross.org and search pet care. 









