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JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Tuesday, September 6, 2016 

 
PRESENT:  Charles Howell, Chairman 
 Catherine Roemer, Vice Chairman 
 Roger Morley, Commissioner 
 Jane White, Deputy Clerk 
 
Meeting convened at 9:05 A.M. 
 
COMMISSIONER COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Commissioner Morley had visited the Jerome Airport and had been impressed with its operation. 
He reported he had also spoken with Don Zuck about locating shooting into a specified area of 
the Snake River Canyons Park. 
 
Commissioner Howell had attended two SIRCOMM (regional emergency communication) 
meetings; he said the agency would be setting a recognition event for its 20th anniversary. The 
Commissioner also reported from a Fair Board meeting that directors would be interviewing for 
a permanent manager. 
 
NOMINATION OF A DIRECTOR FOR THE IDAHO CAPITAL CRIMES DEFENSE 
PROGRAM 
This matter was continued until the afternoon to allow the Commissioners time to consider 
someone to nominate for the Capital Crimes Defense Board. 
 
SCHEDULING FOR THE IDAHO ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES CONVENTION 
This matter was also continued until the afternoon so the Commissioners could review the 
agenda of the upcoming convention. 
 
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change form for David Cooper as a newly hired custodian 
for the jail administration building. 
 
STEVE HINES—EXTENSION OFFICE REPORT 
Extension Educator Steve Hines was present. 
 
Hines reported on the recent Jerome County Fair. He said he had been present at the Fairgrounds 
on the day of the 4-H stock sale and that he would attend a market sale committee meeting 
before the next Fair in order to address the logistics of removing animals on the last day of the 
Fair. Hines was disappointed with parents and leaders who had not been good examples for the 
4-H members. 
 
Hines said he was working on seed treatment trials for wheat and corn. 
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Hines addressed the excessive comp time accumulated by the 4-H aide during the Fair. 
Commissioner Roemer told him that legal counsel had advised that department heads could 
request extra comp time from the Commissioners. 
 

� It was determined Hines would send further questions he had to the Commissioners by e-
mail and that the Board would address them with its legal counsel. 
 
Commissioner Roemer questioned whether another 4-H aide should be hired, and the Board 
discussed that possibility with Hines. 
 
MICHELLE EMERSON—CLERK MATTERS 
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present. 
 
Levy Scheduling: Emerson asked if the Commissioners would be willing to hold a special 
meeting on September 16 to approve the levies, to which the Board agreed. 
 
Budget Changes: Emerson said she had brought forward $345,255 in the public defender budget 
line to compensate for an oversight. She said the adjustment would not affect the amount taken 
from taxes so the public hearing on adopting the budget could be held as advertised. 
 
ART BROWN—EMPLOYEE & SUPERVISOR MANUAL 
Planning and Zoning Administrator Art Brown was present. 
 
Brown described an incident that had affected employee morale. 
 
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson and Payroll Clerk Lorrann Morrell were present. 
 
Those present discussed the applicable policy in the Employee & Supervisor Manual and 
discovered that an elected official had not followed the Manual. 
 
Brown also requested that all employees follow the same policy regarding early releases. He said 
he follows the Manual or direction from the Commissioners or legal counsel for his employees. 
 

� It was determined the Board would consult its legal counsel about the matters the 
following week. 
 
LORRANN MORRELL—SALARIED EMPLOYEE POLICY 
Payroll Clerk Lorrann Morrell was present. 
 
Morrell advised the Board of a law effective December 1 that will require employers to 
compensate overtime if an employee earns less than $47,000 per year. She explained that 
compensation would require salaried employees to log their hours worked. 
 

� Consideration of changing a salaried employee to hourly and requiring the use of a time 
clock was added to the September 12 agenda. Morrell was to bring cost information to allow 
employees to clock in and out on their computers. 
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INDIGENT MATTER 
Social Services Director Kim Burlington was present. 
 
Burlington updated the Board with information she had found about a settlement offer for Betty 
Harral, which the Board had discussed on August 29. 

� She added that she would need a letter from the Board explaining why it was willing to 
accept the offer. 
 
Meeting recessed at 11:18 A.M. 

Meeting reconvened at 1:15 P.M. with Commissioners Roemer and Morley present and 
Commissioner Roemer presiding. 
 
TRACEE McKIM—COURTHOUSE SECURITY AND TECHNOLOGY 
Technology Specialist Tracee McKim was present. Also present was Al Kingsland, New Tech 
Security. 
 
Technology for Planning and Zoning Commission Hearings: McKim said she had replaced a 
computer in the Courthouse courtroom and had programmed the handicapped entrance to the 
Courthouse to be open until 10 P.M. on Planning and Zoning Commission meeting dates. 

� The Board asked McKim to consult the probation administrator about when his 
department needed access to the Courthouse after hours. 
 
Telephone Emergency Notification: McKim said she had consulted the phone company about 
emergency notifications but that she still needed to learn the methodology from the emergency 
management coordinator. 
 
Courthouse Security Follow-Up: Al Kingsland, New Tech Security, was present. McKim 
brought the Board answers to questions from August 29. (1) Apex Security would charge a 
$22.50 monthly monitoring fee. (2) Apex offered a one-year warrantee on its products with a $90 
per hour fee after the warrantee period, and (3) the possibility of remote repairs. New Tech had 
advised that employee identification cards would work with its equipment. (4) Kingsland said he 
could upgrade his megahertz (MHz) quote but that he believed 300 MHz with two receivers and 
one booster would be sufficient. 
 
Locking Courthouse Doors: This matter was not addressed because of the absence of the 
chairman. 
 
2:05 P.M. – Commissioner Howell was present and presiding. 
 
MIKE SEIB—LEGAL COUNSEL 
Present were Ryan Armbruster, Arlen Crouch, Joe Davidson, and Larry Hall. 
 
Urban Renewal Resolution: The Board was in receipt of a resolution from its legal counsel 
determining an area to be deteriorated and thus eligible for a second Urban Renewal district. 
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� A Motion was made by Commissioner Roemer to adopt Resolution 2016-25 as presented. 
It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-25 
 
A RESOLUTION BY THE JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS DETERMINING A CERTAIN AREA 
WITHIN THE COUNTY TO BE A DETERIORATED OR DETERIORATING AREA AS DEFINED BY IDAHO 
CODE SECTIONS 50-2018(8) AND (9) 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chairman and Commissioners of the Board of County Commissioners of Jerome County, 
Idaho, respectively, on or about October 21, 2008, adopted and approved a resolution creating the Jerome County 
Urban Renewal Agency (the “Agency”), authorizing it to transact business and exercise the powers granted by the 
Idaho Urban Renewal Law of 1965, as amended, Chapter 20, Title 50, Idaho Code as amended (hereinafter the 
“Law”), and the Local Economic Development Act, Chapter 29, Title 50, as amended (hereinafter the “Act”) upon 
making the findings of necessity required for creating said Urban Renewal Agency; 
 
 WHEREAS, the County Commissioners of the County of Jerome, Idaho, (hereinafter the “County”) after 
notice duly published, conducted a public hearing on the Jerome County Crossroads Urban Renewal Project 
pursuant to the Jerome County Crossroads Urban Renewal Project Urban Renewal Plan (the “Crossroads Urban 
Renewal Plan”) to redevelop a portion of the County, pursuant to the Law and the Act; 
 
 WHEREAS, following said public hearing, the County adopted its Ordinance No. 2008-10 on December 
17, 2008, approving the Crossroads Urban Renewal Plan and making certain findings; 
 
 WHEREAS, the County on December 6, 2010, after notice duly published, conducted a public hearing on 
the Amended and Restated Jerome County Crossroads Urban Renewal Project Urban Renewal Plan (the “Amended 
Plan”); 
 
 WHEREAS, following said public hearing, the County adopted its Ordinance 2010-12 on December 6, 
2010, approving the Amended Plan and making certain findings; 
 
 WHEREAS, in response to development interest concerning a site adjacent to the Jerome County 
Crossroad Urban Renewal Project Area, the Agency authorized an examination of a site to determine its potential 
eligibility as an urban renewal project area; 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Idaho Code Section 50-2008, an urban renewal project may not be planned or 
initiated unless the local governing body has, by resolution, determined such area to be a deteriorated area or 
deteriorating area, or combination thereof, and designated such area as appropriate for an urban renewal project; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CHAIRMAN AND COMMISSIONERS OF THE 
JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS AS FOLLOWS:  
 

1. The County Commissioners of Jerome County find and declare: 
 
a) That the Crossroads Point 2 Project Area is a deteriorated or deteriorating area existing in Jerome 

County as defined by Chapters 20, Title 50, Idaho Code, as amended, and 
 

2. b) That such area is designated as being appropriate for an urban renewal project. 
 

3. This Resolution shall be in full force and effect immediately upon its adoption and approval. 
 
 ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 6th day of September 2016. 
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ATTEST:     BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
      JEROME COUNTY, IDAHO 
/s/ Michelle Emerson 
Jerome County Clerk    /s/ Charles M. Howell 
      Charles M. Howell, Chair 
( S E A L ) 
      /s/ Catherine M. Roemer 
      Catherine M. Roemer, Vice-Chair 
 

/s/ Roger M. Morley 
      Roger M. Morley, Commissioner 

 
The Commissioners allowed Armbruster, as attorney for the County Urban Renewal Agency 
(URA), to address the Board. He read from the Idaho Statutes part of Chapter 50-2008 
addressing preparation and approval of a plan for an Urban Renewal project. He said he would 
like the new district’s geographic area to be included in the resolution as well as direction for the 
URA to proceed with a plan for the district. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to attach the map of the Crossroads Point 
East Subdivision to Resolution 2016-25 and to direct the Urban Renewal Agency to draft a 
management plan. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to accept the minutes of August 29 and 31 
as presented. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
NOMINATION OF A DIRECTOR FOR THE IDAHO CAPITAL CRIMES DEFENSE 
PROGRAM, Continued from the A.M. 
The Board determined that it did not have a response for a nomination regarding the Idaho 
Capital Crimes Defense Program. 
 
SCHEDULING FOR THE IDAHO ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES CONVENTION, 
Continued from the A.M. 
The Commissioners determined they could meet the morning of September 26 and still attend the 
Idaho Association of Counties convention in Boise. 
 
Meeting recessed at 2:55 P.M. 
Meeting reconvened at 5:15 P.M. 
 
INDIGENT MATTERS 
The Board signed indigent decisions denying Case Nos. 1516-122 and 1516-121. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING—COUNTY BUDGET FOR FY 2016-17 (recorded) 
Present were Tri County Noxious Weed Supervisor Terry Ruby, Probation Administrator Kyle 
Fisher, Airports Manager Garth Baker, Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Chief 
Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim, Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson, Treasurer Tevian 
Ekren-Kober, Planning and Zoning Administrator Art Brown, and Prosecutor John Horgan. 
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No one from the public was present. 
 
Commissioner Howell asked for any questions or concerns with the new budget, and everyone 
present was satisfied with it. He told the department heads that the County was experiencing a 
$7,000 a month water bill at the new jail facility and that the Commissioners were considering 
establishing more time clocks for employees. 
 
Emerson presented a resolution to approve the County Budget for FY 2016-17. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to accept Resolution 2016-26 as written. It 
was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-26 
 

JEROME COUNTY BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016-2017 
 
 WHEREAS, Notice of Publication having been heretofore given on the 18th day of August, 2016, setting a 
public hearing where any taxpayer of the County of Jerome could appear and be heard upon any part or parts of the 
Jerome County Tentative Budget for the Fiscal Year 2016-2017; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said hearing was held on the 6th day of September, 2016, at 5:15 o’clock p.m. in the 
Commissioners’ Room in the Jerome County Courthouse at Jerome, Idaho, pursuant to Idaho Code Section 31-1606; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Jerome County having duly considered said budget; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF JEROME, STATE OF IDAHO, that the Fiscal Year 2016-2017 Jerome 
County Budget is approved as advertised with the following amendments. 
 
Increase the Justice Fund in the amount of $345,255.00 in the public defender budget; increase the 
unexpended balance carried forward by $345,255.00; total requested budget for the Justice Fund is 
$5,498,453.00, and total unexpended balance carried forward is $1,270,287.00. 
 
The total amount of the Jerome County Budget for FY2016-2017 is increased to $14,978,094.00, and the total 
amount of the Jerome County Budget to be taken from taxes remains as published at $7,412,962.00. Please 
refer to Exhibits A and B attached hereto and incorporated herein as if same were set out in full. 
 
 DATED This 6th day of September 2016. 
 
ATTEST:     /s/ Charles M. Howell 
      CHARLES M. HOWELL, Chair 
/s/ Michelle Emerson 
Michelle Emerson, Clerk    /s/ Catherine M. Roemer 
      CATHERINE M. ROEMER, Commissioner 
( S E A L ) 

/s/ Roger M. Morley 
      ROGER M. MORLEY, Commissioner 
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PUBLIC HEARING—AMBULANCE BUDGET FOR FY 2016-17 (recorded) 
Present were Airports Manager Garth Baker, Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Chief 
Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim, and Prosecutor John Horgan. 
 
No one from the public was present. 
 
Commissioner Howell explained that the Commissioners had determined to transfer $450,000 
excess ambulance funds to the Justice Fund. 
 
There were no additional comments from those present. 
 
Emerson presented a resolution to approve the County Ambulance Budget for FY 2016-17. 
 

� A Motion was made by Commissioner Roemer to adopt Resolution 2016-27 as 
submitted. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-27 
 

JEROME COUNTY AMBULANCE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016-2017 
 
 WHEREAS, Notice of Publication having been heretofore given on the 18th day of August, 2016, setting a 
public hearing where any taxpayer of the County of Jerome could appear and be heard upon any part or parts of the 
Jerome County Ambulance Tentative Budget for the Fiscal Year 2016-2017; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said hearing was held on the 6th day of September, 2016, at 5:30 o’clock p.m. in the 
Commissioners’ Room in the Jerome County Courthouse at Jerome, Idaho, pursuant to Idaho Code Section 31-1606; 
and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Jerome County having duly considered said budget; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF JEROME, STATE OF IDAHO, that the Fiscal Year 2016-2017 Jerome 
County Ambulance Budget is approved as advertised. 
 
 Magic Valley Paramedics    $450,110.00 
 Quick Response Units         20,000.00 
 Administrative Costs           9,600.00 
 Tort             9,000.00 
 Training            4,000.00 
 Capital Outlay/Improvements        50,000.00 
 
 TOTAL      $542,710.00 
  
 Cash on Hand      $  47,221.00 
 Other Than Taxes             0 
 Ad Volorem              0 
 Net By Taxes      $495,489.00 
 
 TOTAL      $542,710.00 
 

See attached published budget and by this reference incorporated herein. 
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DATED This 6th day of September 2016. 
 
ATTEST:     /s/ Charles M. Howell 
      CHARLES M. HOWELL, Chair 
/s/ Michelle Emerson 
Michelle Emerson, Clerk    /s/ Catherine M. Roemer 
      CATHERINE M. ROEMER, Commissioner 
( S E A L ) 
      /s/ Roger M. Morley 
      ROGER M. MORLEY, Commissioner 
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MOTION TO ADOPT BUDGETS (recorded) 
� A Motion was made by Commissioner Roemer to approve and adopt the Jerome County 

Budget for FY 2016-17 and also to adopt the Jerome County Ambulance Budget for FY 2016-
17. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:40 P.M. 
 
Respectively submitted: 
 
  ______________________________ 
  Charles M. Howell, Chairman 
________________________  
Jane White, Deputy Clerk  
   
  ______________________________ 
 Catherine M. Roemer, Commissioner 
 
 
 
 ______________________________ 
 Roger M. Morley, Commissioner 
 


