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JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, January 13, 2020

PRESENT:  Charles Howell, Chairman
Ben Crouch, Vice Chairman
John Crozier, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

Meeting convened at 9:10 A.M.

COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crouch reported from an Airport Advisory Board meeting that board members
would like the generator at the Jerome Airport at least hooked to the beacon, runway lights, and
fuel pump. He said the airports advisor had told directors about the planned rehabilitation of the
Jerome Airport runway scheduled for 2020 and that a grant for an extension to the runway was
possible in 2022.

Commissioner Crouch had attended a Jerome Chamber of Commerce board meeting and a
luncheon where disabilities in workplaces were discussed. He said he had met with a
representative of Nelson-Jamison, a large distribution center that was locating in Jerome.

Commissioner Crozier reported from a Behavioral Health Board meeting where directors had
discussed maintaining and monitoring block grants. He also told of a meeting of the Community
Schools Strategic Partnership, which works with United Way and other agencies to benefit
students. Commissioner Crozier said directors on the Tri-county Noxious Weed Board had voted
to allot $20,000 to each of the three counties in the weed district from funds collected in 2019.

Commissioner Howell stated the SIRCOMM (emergency communications) board of directors
was united and that it had received 28 applications for assistant director. He had also met with
the City of Jerome administrator and a representative of Idaho Milk Products about the
company’s planned expansion; he said the business would not be applying for a tax exemption
from Jerome County.

Commissioner Howell said he had spoken with State Representative Laurie Lickley about
Medicaid expansion in Idaho and said that reimbursement to a county would be possible under
certain circumstances.

MICHELLE EMERSON AND CY LOOTENS––APPROVE ELECTION PRECINCTS
Deputy Clerk/Elections Specialist Cy Lootens was present.

Michelle Emerson reported the Valley School district was amendable to using its school as a
polling place for two precincts. She said she planned to leave information in both Hazelton and
Eden about absentee voting for residents who did not wish to vote at the school.

Cy Lootens presented a resolution naming the Jerome County voting precincts for 2020.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to pass Resolution 2020-2 to approve the
voting precincts for 2020. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.

RESOLUTION 2020-2
DESIGNATED PRECINCTS

January 13, 2020
Precincts

#1 Bishop-Court
#2 Canyonside

#3 Eden
#4 Falls City
#5 Hazelton
#6 Northeast
#7 Northwest
#8 Rimrock

#9 Shepherd-View
#10 Southeast
#11 Southwest

Absentee/Early Voting

/s/ Michelle Emerson /s/ Charles M. Howell
Michelle Emerson, Jerome County Clerk Charles M. Howell, Chair

( S E A L ) /s/ A. Ben Crouch
A. Ben Crouch, Commissioner

/s/ John Crozier
John Crozier, Commissioner

SIGN LANDLORD’S RELEASE AND CONSENT FOR AIRPORT HANGAR
The Board was in receipt of a request from First Federal Savings Bank to sign a Landlord’s
Release and Consent form in order to transfer ownership of a hangar at the Hazelton Airport.

 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to accept a transfer of lease from Albert
Lockwood dba Lockwood Farms to Aviation Adventures. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.

VOTE FOR JEROME CHAMBER OF COMMERCE DIRECTORS
The Board was in receipt of a ballot to vote for three directors on the Jerome Chamber of
Commerce board.

 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to vote for Ange Demaray, Doug Kinsey,
and Amanda Bolich for the Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.

SIGN CLAIMS
Commissioner Howell signed claims for the December 26, 2019, to January 14, 2020, claim
cycle as follows.
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DISCUSS NACO LEADERSHIP ACADEMY
The Commissioners discussed a scholarship offer to enroll an employee in an online Leadership
Academy sponsored by the National Association of Counties (NACO) and determined to pass on
the offer.

BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed a Direct Deposit Detail with a grand total of $128,970.74 and a Payroll Claims
Approval By Fund with a grand total of $320,175.07, both dated January 8, 2020, for the
December 22, 2019, through January 4, 2020, payroll period.

The Board signed a leave request for Brent Culbertson.

BRENT CULBERTSON––MAINTENANCE REPORT
Present were Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson, Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle
Emerson, and Assessor Rick Haberman.

Report: Brent Culbertson reported that a truck driven by Western Waste Services had damaged
a shed in the Courthouse parking lot and that the damage had been submitted as an insurance
claim. He also updated the Board on the progress of finishing his workshop.

Electronic Sign: Culbertson informed the Board the cost of installing an electronic sign at the
jail complex would be approximately $3,571.76, which would include the reader board, the
concrete slab, and underground electrical service.

Rick Haberman told the Board that many residents had come to the assessor’s office seeking a
driver’s license and had returned to the Courthouse when they did not see signage for the
sheriff’s department at the jail complex.

Commissioner Howell said the reader board would designate the availability of driver’s licenses.

GUILLERMO GARCIA––SCHOOL SAFETY DONATION
Present were Guillermo Garcia and Ashley Rush, Jerome Police Department; and Angie Brulotte
and Wendy Ohlensehlen, Jerome School District.

Guillermo Garcia requested that the County contribute to installing speed signs with driver
feedback at Jefferson and Horizon elementary schools and LED crosswalk signs at Jefferson.

Angie Brulotte said lit signage would be a great addition to safety at the schools, and
Ohlensehlen added that a sign denoting a driver’s speed would be important.

Garcia told the Board that speed feedback greatly reduces vehicle speeds. He said community
donations toward the projects amounted to $20,000 and asked that the County contribute $2500,
with the schools to raise the remaining amount needed.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to help with the project Change for Safety
for crosswalks and lighting in the amount of $2500. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.

CHUCK WIEGARD––STAGE MEADOWS ROAD REPAIR
Present were Chuck Wiegard, Dave Greppi, Mike Mays, Mike Casel, Bruce Thacker, Monica
Thacker, Sandra Carney, and Mark Vanden Bosch, all representing Sage Meadows Subdivision.

Chuck Wiegard presented information about the condition of the roads in the Sage Meadows
Subdivision where he lives and asked if the County could repair them. He referred to a document
stating that the streets in the plat belong to the public. He said he had consulted with the Jerome
Highway District in the spring of 2019, but that it had not done anything to maintain the roads.

Wiegard also gave the Commissioners a letter from the highway district, written in 1996, listing
seven corrective actions needed before the district would accept the roads for maintenance, and
he said those conditions had been met.

 It was determined that Wiegard and one of the County Commissioners would attend the
highway district meeting in February.

Dave Greppi and Monica Thacker said they would like to prevent heavy trucks from tearing up
one of the roads in the subdivision.

Commissioner Howell told them the County has a process through the Planning and Zoning
Department in which a citizen can file a complaint about running a home business.

ATTEND JEROME SENIOR CENTER FOR LUNCH
The Commissioners and deputy clerk attended the Jerome Senior Citizen Center for lunch. They
presented a check for $6500 that had been approved as a donation from the County FY 2019-20
budget. Director Shiela Harmon said the Center would use the funds to purchase a bingo board.

Harmon showed the Commissioners the dishes the Center had purchased with funds donated
from the County’s previous budget. She said they would be used for the second annual “David’s
Night Out,” which is a fundraiser set for February 15, 2020.

The Commissioners spoke with those attending the luncheon on individual bases before
returning to work.

REVIEW EMPLOYEE MANUAL
The Commissioners read aloud from the Employee & Supervisor Manual, beginning on Page 70
under “Disciplinary Action Necessary” to “Allegations of Discrimination” on Page 73.

INDIGENT MATTERS
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson and Social Services Director Kim Drury were
present.
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Medicaid Reimbursement: Kim Drury advised the Board of possible State reimbursements for
Medicaid, which would only be for inmates released to an institution for more than 24 hours.

Indigent Lien: Drury questioned the Board about releasing an indigent lien and reinstating it on
a new property purchased by a client. She asked whether to include the new wife of the client on
the lien against new property because the client’s former wife, who had incurred the debt, had
passed away.

 The Board determined to consult its legal counsel.

LOIS CHAPMAN––AG ORDINANCE
Planning and Zoning Clerk Kacie Buhler was present. Also present was Lois Chapman, Kaylin
Freeman, and Brenda Ford.

Lois Chapman submitted a two-page letter and three pages of photographs, following up from
her September 16, 2019, presentation to the Commissioners about possible zoning violations.

Commissioner Howell asked if any conditions had changed, and Chapman said her neighbor’s
cows had pushed in her wire fence about three feet in order to feed on her grass.

Commissioner Howell asked Kacie Buhler to comment on the neighbor’s property addition that
allowed more animals on his property. Buhler said no hearing had been required for an increased
number of animals because there were not enough animal units to qualify the property as a
livestock confinement operation (LCO). She said the neighbor was not breaking any zoning
ordinances.

Commissioner Crozier said he had viewed Chapman’s property and that the neighbor’s cows
congregated near her property line because they were fed and bedded there. He said the
neighbor’s actions were legal but not being a good neighbor. He suggested that Chapman finish
building a picket fence to protect her property.

Chapman said she should not have to build a picket fence and that one would not eliminate the
flies and smell caused by her neighbor’s cattle. She said she needs to have other tests done on her
well because the cows could cause the well water to be contaminated.

Buhler said Chapman could report contaminated water to the Health District or to the
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ).

Commissioner Howell stated the County does not have rules that apply to Chapman’s problems.

Chapman said she would appreciate changing the County ordinances.

 It was determined the Planning and Zoning Office would count the neighbor’s cows to
verify that their number was in compliance and that the Commissioners would address the matter
again with the planning and zoning administrator in February.
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KYLE CONDIE––FY 2019 AUDIT PRESENTATION
Present were Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim,
Juvenile Probation Administrator Mario Umana, Treasurer Tevian Ekren-Kober, Airports
Manager Tim Larson, Extension Educator Steve Hines, Fair Manager Jamie Rupert, Sheriff
George Oppedyk, and Chief Deputy Sheriff Gary Taylor. Also present was Kyle Condie of
Condie Stoker & Associates.

Kyle Condie reviewed the Jerome County outside audit for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2019. He first referred to the Independent Auditor’s Report, which stated that the financial
statements presented fairly the financial position and funds of Jerome County. He said the audit
was a clean report.

Condie commented on the Management Letter Comments, which he said were not reportable
conditions. They recommended that the sheriff’s office submit claims for expenditures from the
account for “Training Room.”

The Comments also recommended that a Fair Fund not expend more than the final budgeted
amount.

The final Comment recommended increased training during employee transitionary periods
because the airport manager had not been aware of invoicing hangar and ag leases.

Tim Larson reported that repairs on the dump truck at the Jerome Airport were only $236
because the repair was to the transmission rather than to the turbo.

 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to amend the agenda to change George
Oppedyk and Gary Taylor from 3:30 to 3:00. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.

GEORGE OPPEDYK AND GARY TAYLOR––VEHICLE PURCHASES
Sheriff George Oppedyk and Chief Deputy Gary Taylor were present.

Sheriff Oppedyk told of two Chevrolet pickups his department would like to purchase from the
FY 2019-20 budget.

 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to authorize the purchase of two pickup
trucks for the sheriff’s department, not to exceed $62,566. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.

MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.

3:50 P.M. - A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to go into executive session per Idaho
Code Section 74-206(1)(f) regarding possible litigation. It was seconded and carried with a
unanimous roll call vote.
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4:10 P.M. - Return to open session.

No action was taken following the executive session.

Road Repair: Seib advised regarding a road repair complaint heard by the Commissioners
earlier in the day. He said the highway district would accept roads for maintenance only if they
meet the district’s standards.

Indigent Lien: Social Services Director Kim Drury was present. She asked Seib about
reinstating a lien that she had spoken about with the Board earlier in the afternoon. He said it
would be cleaner to include the wife on the new lien.

 It was determined Seib would formulate the language for the new lien.

APPROVE CLAIMS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the claims as presented. It was

seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.

The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated January 10, 2020, for the Court Bond Trust
and Restitution-Courts Funds, with a grand total of $2,177.81.

The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated January 10, 2020, with a grand total of
$308,061.33 for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court, Justice, Health District,
Indigent, Revaluation, Waterways, Assessor Trust-Licenses, and Jail Commissary Commission.

READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the minutes of January 6 as

read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.

INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to follow staff recommendations

regarding indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Approved was
Case No. M020-002. Denied were Case Nos. 1920-013 and 1920-014.

PRESENT LONGEVITY AWARDS
The Commissioners presented longevity awards to Juvenile Probation Administrator Mario
Umana for 16 years of employment with Jerome County; Treasurer Tevian Ekren-Kober, 7
years; and Chief Deputy Treasurer Nina Lagle, 6 years.

Meeting adjourned at 5 P.M.
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Respectively submitted:

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Chairman

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Vice Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner




